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The  History  of  the  Col.  Ellsworth  C  ivil  War 
Patriotic  Envelopes 

./; I  >.  M  K  !  1  w ,  i ,    i  K  n.  \...  J  ( :<'p\c\ .  •  >iii... 

i'  >  h.ii  .l  iM  )i.  li-v.-.  hui  uiili  ilir  i  \  iil.  ii.-.-  ill  frciii  of  xoii.  ilic  facts  must  be 
.i.liu'.t  !•  .1       Who  ..'111. I         ~-  iIkiI    (he  ni   Cnj.   K    K.   Kllsworlli.  and  a  l)l«>i)(l- 

>l;i:n-ii  lr:ii:lii.  ii;  "i  111.  ( 'i  III  t'.il-  r;i  t  Khii:  \vlii(li  lie  liad  jiisi  iiauli'd  down  <  (Hild 
l.f  it  [....-Mii;  ill  a  t'lalin   in  a  h"m>-  in  .-M-Cfnii.  Ohio!  : 

li  i~  a  aiiii  'h<  is  .-i>  ini  ci  i  si  iiiu  tliai  I  am  u'ivini;  it  lu're  for  the 

h.  hi  Ii'  I'l'  'h.'  iiiinii  r..'i~  .  Mjli  i  ims  ul  Civil  War  iiatriotir  t  iivi  Iniu's  who  may  have 
in  ili'ir  .(dli.tii.n-  >oni.'  of  ih.-  Kllswoii  h"  l'airioli(s.  or  oihcrs  who  may  appre- 
l  i.iU-  a  hit  .if  iiui-rf-t  iiii;  hi>iorv. 


ri>i     1. 1  l.sw  (ii:tii 

hOA-tt^  Ihd  fur 

I't'r       itir  JiA^  fjn^  ;,/; 

.i  i^itj<ifnitd  -\itttJt  ,'41 1 


f:i;  ^ijiir:  I'  >:tc  (.'.>:  tr 


I'.'  ini.  a  ("ov.-i  Coll.  I  tor.  and  I'  i  i  ivini:  a  <  all  ;o  look  ovt-r  soiuf  rd<l  <  (.rrt-siion- 
d.-n. -■.  I  I. .ok  aloiii.'  a  h.n.k  of  Civil  War  I'at  rioi  ic-.  as  most  pt-ople.  wht-ilicr  they 
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are  collectors  or  nol,  enjoy  looking  over  these  attractive  and  historical  covers. 
The  family,  in  turninf;  over  the  pages.  <anie  nrxin  some  of  the  Ellsworth  Patriotics 
and  at  once  said.  "Come  out  in  the  next  room:  we  have  something  to  show 
you."  They  seemed  so  anxious  that  I  should  immediately  comply  with  their 
request,  that  I  followed  then,  at  once,  and  there  on  the  wall  in  a  frame  was  the 
actual  cap  worn  by  Col.  Kllswortli.  together  with  a  piece  of  the  Confederate  Flag 
he  had  removed  from  the  flag  pole  of  the  Marshall  House  in  Alexandria,  Virginia. 
I  was  also  shown  a  number  of  letters  written  hv  Kllsworth  to  his  friend  and 
comrade.  Kdwin  M.  Coates.  Then  the  story  developed,  and  with  the  help  of  Mrs. 
Edwin  M.  Coates,  and  the  loan  of  newspaper  clippings  and  books  on  the  subject, 
the  following  are  the  facts. 

Mrs.  Coates  is  the  wife  of  Brigadier  General  Kdwin  Morton  Coates  now 
deceased,  Mr,  Coates  was  a  member  of  Ellsworth  s  Chicago  Zouaves  in  ist;.i  and 
later  became  First  Lieutenant  of  the  1st  New  York  Fire  Zouaves  formed  bv  Col 
Ellsworth  April  20.  1S61,  A  very  close  friendship  existed  between  Lieutenant 
Coate.s  and  Col.  Ellsworth,  and  he  obtained  and  preserved  the  piece  of  flag  at  the 
time  of  Ellsworth's  death,  and  the  cap  was  presented  to  him  bv  Col.  Ellsworth  s 
father. 

Ephriam  Elmer  Ellsworth  was  born  April  11.  1S;;t  in  the  village  of  Malta. 
New  York.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  Captain  Ephriam  D.  Ellsworth,  who  in 
18tj0  was  living  at  Me(  hanicville.  Saratoga  County.  New  York.  Among  his  earlv 
boyhood  dreams  was  a  West  Point  education  vnd  an  army  career.  As  he  <ould 
not  obtain  a  Cadetship  at  West  Point,  his  thoughts  naturally  turned  to  the  militia. 
In  185.5  he  went  to  Chicago  where  he  commenced  reading  law.  and  earned  a  s.anty 
support  by  what  copying  he  could  find  to  do  in  lawyers'  oflices.  The  fact  that  he 
could  not  afford  the  expense  of  a  membership  with  any  of  the  militia  companies 
perhaps  caused  him  to  be  critical  of  these  organizations  as  tbey  then  existed.  He 
felt  that  the  system  of  instruction  of  the  militia  and  the  discipline  and  equij.ment 
of  State  Troops  could  be  improved. 

For  several  years  there  had  existed  in  the  City  of  Chi.  ago  a  militarv  companv 
of  the  old  school,  using  continental— or  at  least  semi-continental  uniforms,  broad 
cross-belts,  bearskin  hats,  with  movements  ponderous,  slow  and  heavv.  Thev 
had  learned  all  there  was  in  the  tactics  and  having  nothing  new  to  learn,  the 
interest  of  their  members  died  out.  Their  debts  increasd  cand  thev  went  into 
bankruptcy  in  April.  IS.';.,  Ellsworth  s  great  opportunity  was  at  hand.  He  now 
had  a  chance  to  put  some  of  his  theories  int.,  practice.  With  the  a.ssistance  of 
some  of  the  old  members  a  new  company  was  organiv.ed  and  (ailed  "Cnited  States 
Zouave  Cadets"  with  Ellsworth  in  command.  The  interest  of  the  members  in- 
creased from  the  start,  and  on  .Inly  4.  is.5!t  the  Zouaves  gave  their  first  exhibition 
drill  in  front  of  the  Tremoni  House,  Their  new  and  startling  uniforms,  rai.i.l 
movements,  and  brilliant  a.id  showy  manual  of  arms  and  bayonet  drill  .apture.l 
the  spectators,  and  i heir  popularit y  as  a  company  was  assured. 

Considerable  rivalry  existed  in  the  Cnited  Slat,-s  ai  that  tinu-  among  the 
various  military  comiuinies  as  to  whi.h  was  the  best  .liilled  A  challenge  was 
issued  by  Ellsworth  and  upon  completion  of  a  tour  of  ihc  luiiuipal  citi.-s  of  the 
Union.  they  were  acknowledged  as  superior  lo  ail  other-,  and  retained  in  th.ir 
possesion  a  stand  of  champion  .  olors  whi.  h  h.ui  previously  h.  en  w..n  bv  ilu  in 
and  awarded  by  The  National  Ag  i.ult  ural  So,  i.My,  Everywh.r..  the  .ompanv  was 
prai.sed  and  Ellsworth  was  for  ihe  ho-ir  the  mosi  i:,lk.^.l  ..f  man  in  the  ...untrv. 

After  returning  from  th..  toui  li..  went  lo  SprinetieM,  Illinois,  and  .■ni.r...l 
the  law  office  of  Abraham  Lin.-oln.  He  lu  lieved  in  lii.-  >u.  .  ,-ss  of  Mr,  l.in.  oln  an. I 
hoped,  in  ca.se  of  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  to  se,  nr.-  his  h.dp  in  f.-unding  a 
National  Militia  Bureau,  which  would  have  dire,  i  .  ontrol  of  all  Stale  Militia  and 
thus  bring  about  the  reforms  he  had  in  mind. 
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It  was  while  leadiiif;  law  in  Liiicoln's  law  oflic c  thai  a  fjicat  frit'iidship  siiraiit; 
up  between  Kllsworlh  and  Linioln.  Duiinf;  the  i'l  esideni  ia  1  Caniiiaiuii  KIIswdiiIi 
made  many  eainest  and  ehKjuent  siu-eclies  for  his  jiaiiy.  and  after  the  election,  at 
Lincoln's  reqtiest  accompanied  him  to  Washinfiloii  as  one  of  his  escort. 

I?efore  his  plans  maimed  for  oryanizinj:  a  Xaiional  .Militia  Htirean  the  Civil 
\\'ar  broke  out.  and  he  iinmediaielv  went  to  New  Voik.  proceeding  without  orders 
or  assistance,  determined  ihat  his  own  native  state  should  have  the  first  re>-Milarly 
organized  volunteer  reniment  at  the  Capital  of  the  Xatif)n. 

SelecliiiK  the  New  York  Firem«'n  as  men  used  to  dan.uer.  and  siri(  i  obedience 
to  orders,  he  .started  recruit  ins  and  in  a  few  days  his  First  New  Yoi  k  Fire  Zotiaves 
were  enroute  for  Washini-'toii.  His  i-egiment  was  mustered  into  seivice  .May  7th, 
IStll,  and  was  the  only  regiment  that  enlisted  for  the  entire  duration  of  the  war. 
Others  miKht  be  content  to  do  sixty  days  light  ins:.  i)ut  Hllsworth.  only  twenty-four 
years  old.  was  determined  that  though  the  war  be  long  or  short,  he  and  his  regi- 
ment would  be  in  at  the  beginning  and  stay  in  until  the  end.  This  luarks  the 
determination  and  iron-will  of  KUsworth. 

After  a.  few  days  of  drill  and  discipline,  on  the  2:!i(l  of  .May.  through  the 
efforts  of  Col.  Fllsworth  they  were  order;,^(i  to  cross  into  Virginia  the  next  day  and 
cooperate  in  the  attack  on  Alexandria.  That  evening  he  wrote  to  his  jiareiits, 
"I  am  perfectly  content  to  ac(  ipi  whatever  my  fort  tine  may  l)e,  confident  that 
He  who  noteth  even  the  fall  of  a  sparrow  will  have  some  iiurjiose  in  ihe  fale  of  one 
like  me. — Cod  bless,  protect  and  care  for  you". 

Karly  in  the  morning  the  ret;iment  reached  Alexandria.  A^  they  marched 
through  the  streets  Fllsworth  saw  a  Confederate  flag  lloaliim  from  the  top  of  the 
.Maish.ill  House.  He  immediately  proceeded  to  pull  (b)wn  rlii<  Ihm  with  his  own 
liands.  and  descending  the  stairs  was  met  by  .James  T.  .Jackson,  the  Proprietor  of 
the  Hotel,  who  fired  i)oint-l'lank  at  Kllsworlh.  killing  liim  iiisianily.  .Jackson 
was  immediately  shot  and  killed  by  I'rivate  lirownwell.  C<in(ealing  his  dejith 
from  llis  command,  for  f«ar  of  lerribb-  vengeance  (Jii  the  wlnde  ciiy.  Ins  lifeless 
remains  were  borne  ba<k  to  Wa.-bingion.  and  at  the  rei|uesi  of  I'lesiileni  Lincoln 
Wei-e  iilaced  in  slate  at  the  J-;xeciil  i  v.'  .Mansion.  His  death  was  the  siibjeii  of 
.genei'al  comment  and  universal  sori-ow  iiom  the  chief  execmive  of  the  nation  to 
the  humblest  ciiizi'ii. 

Words  can  convey  no  finer  tribute  than  those  of  I'resideni  Liiuoln  written 
to  the  Father  and  Mother  of  l-;ilsworth. 

"In  the  untimely  loss  of  xoiii-  noble  son,  oui-  afllii  tion  luMe  is  si  arcely  less 
than  your  own.  So  much  of  promised  usefulness  to  one's  country,  aiul  of  bright 
hojies  for  one's  self  and  friends,  have  rarely  been  so  suddenly  daikened.  as  in  his 
fall.  Ill  size,  in  years  and  in  .\iiuthfiil  appearance  a  boy  only,  his  i)ower  to  com- 
mand men  was  surprisint;ly  i;r.  ,it.  This  power,  conibiiied  wiih  a  line  intellect  anil 
indomitalile  energy,  and  a  fasie  aliogeiher  military,  constituted  in  him.  as  seemed 
to  me.  the  best  nalural  lab  iil  in  that  department  I  ever  knew.  An<l  .\et  he  was 
singularly  modest  and  ilefeiential  in  social  intercourse.  My  aii|uaintance  with 
liim  began  less  tlian  two  years  auo.  \et  ihiduuh  the  latter  half  of  the  intervening 
jieriod  it  was  as  intimate  as  the  disparity  of  our  aL-es  and  my  eni;ro>sing  eimage- 
menls  would  permit  To  me  he  ai)peared  in  havi-  no  i nd u  1  t;i  iices  in  pastimes, 
and  I  never  heard  him  utter  a  profane  m  .in  intemiieraie  wmd.  What  was  con- 
clusive of  his  good  heart,  he  never  forgot  his  p;,renis.  The  honms  he  labored  for 
so  laudably,  and.  in  the  sad  end.  so  galhintly  i:ave  his  life,  hi-  meant  for  th'  in  no 
less  tliaii  for  liimscdf. 

"In  the  hope  that  it  may  be  n<i  intrusion  uimn  the  saci'-dii'  ss  of  Muir  soriow. 
I  have  ventured  to  address  this  tiibute  to  the  menmry  of  ni.v  xdung  friiiid.  and 
your  bravt'  and  early  fallen  child.  .May  (bid  uive  mui  ihe  cons<dation  which  is 
be\(ind  all  earthly  iiower. 

".Sincerelv  vour  friend  in  a  common  afflict  ion. 

A    IJXCOL.N  " 
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Col.  Kilswoiih  was  Ijuiitd  with  high  military  honors  at  Mechanicville  New- 
York.  Mav  L'T.  ISCl, 


The  TAlsi^orth  Memorial  f'ulriotu-  Co: 


In  view  of  the  c.r.umstan.es.  i,  is  easy  to  understand  why  this  historical 
mxurren.e  was  depicted  on  the  Patriotic-  envelopes  of  the  period.  .Manv.  no  doubt, 
like  the  wr.ter  have  heretofore  been  unable  to  understand  whv  this  was  piven  «o 
mu.  h  pronunence  at  the  time,  and  have  been  unable  to  ^et  the  true  picture  from 
the  bnef  accounts  of  this  incident  found  in  the  ordinarv  Civil  Wa,-  History 
Hav.ng  the  opportunity  of  .securing  so  much  reliable  information  on  the  subject' 
the  wr.ter  has  been  prompted  to  get  'ogether  this  article  and  thus  share  this  in- 
formation with  others  who  may  also  be  interested. 

As  a  source  of  material  for  the  above  article,  credit  is  herebv  giv.n  to  Mrs. 
Edw.n  M  Coates.  clippings  from  The  Chicago  Tribune,  and  a  publication  of  the 
tlisworth  Monument  Association. 


The  Latin-American  Unit 

The  Latin-Ameri.  an  Unit  will  begin  to  function  )n  .lauuarv  first  l!t:54  with 
Member  K.  X.  Woodward.  Park  Av.  ..  White  Plains.  X.  Y..  as"  its  first  President 
and  with  Member  Rasmus  Bartb-son.  lOlS  Xo.  47th  St.,  .Seattle.  Wash.,  acting 
as  Chairman.  Quite  a  few  members  have  joined  in  this  enterprise  to  put  South 
American  stamp  issues  to  the  front  and  the  Tnit  expe.ts  to  have  strong  co-opera- 
tion from  South  American  collectors.  Interested  members  will  please  get  in 
loiK-li  with  .Mr.  Bartleson  at  once. 


GEORGE    N.  MALPASS 
5401  9th  Street,  North 
St.  Petersburg,  Florida 

April  15,  1955 

Zt  ,  Louis  A.  Warren,  /director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Found.r.tion 

Fort  IVayns,   Indiana » 

Dear  I^.  Vvarren: 

■^^ours  of  the  7th  receivsd.    Apparently  you  have 
quite  a  representation  of  Lincoln  Patriotics,  and 
I  .shell  be  onlj  too  happy  to  go  over  them  car-^fully, 
addlUij  any  Inforiiation  I  can  fro.m  my  own  collectioru 

This  very  da^r  1  nailed  my  manuscript  on  the  "Anti- 
Lincoln"  Patriotics  to  TJr  ^  ]^:cFurtry,  Editor  of  the 
Lincoln  Herald,     There  ere  just  13  nsjor  types  re- 
p  or  ted  to  date,  and  a  fevi  varieties,     Seven  of  the 
maior  t^n^cs,   in  ny  own  collection,  are  illustrated. 
The  oth'^rs  are  in  another  larr^e  collection,  and  I 
do  not  have  access  to  it  at  the  present  tine,  thoughl 
I  have  studied  it  in  the  past. 

The  enclosed  is  one  of  the  designs  that  will 

be  pictured  i.-       ,■,  article.      Latere  on  I  will  try 
to  get  a  photo  of  the  Booth  cover  for  your  files ^  as 

it  is  indeed  a  rarity.       :^         ^lile,  liero  is  a  de- 

s  crip tlon. 

Large  portrait  in  black,  from  woodcut  designed  by 
J.  u.  Shlers .  J3elow  portrait  "Hunt  the  villain  dov>rn„ 
'cntter  his  likeness  in  every  section  of  the  countr^J 
scan  every  face,  particularly  if  it  shuns  you;  ob-  | 
serve  closely  the  features  v/hich  cannot  change;  nakc^ 
due  allowance  for  the  beard  to  grow,   the  nustache 
shaved  off,  and  the  hair  cut.     It  nay  be  by  your 
that  a  benignant  G'overnrient  shall  mete  out  justice 
to  on©  for  whom  there  should  be  no  r.ercy." 

r.old  by  G-.C.Jenks,   "Soldiers'  Addressed  Envelop© 
Printer,   Penna.  Ave.  betw.  6th  8:  9th  St.  V/ashington 
D.O."        On  yellow  envelope,  with  price  quotations. 

Apparently  the  one  I  have  is  a  speci'-en  or  sa-.ple 


SPA 
CSA 
ASDA 


John  G.  Hughes 


POST  OFFICE 
BOX  16B9  C 
SALINAS,  CALIF. 


JUNE    8,  1957 


Dear  Mr,  Mc  Murtry: 


This  letter  is  to  acknowledge  your  recent  re-juest  expressing 

YOUR    interests    IN    CIVIL   WAR    AND    COLLATERAL    MATERIAL   WE    HAVE  ADVER- 
tised as  available  on  approval.     in  order  to  best  inform  you  on 
our  activities,  we  are  enclosing  a  folder  which  describes  the  typ"^ 
of  items  we  handle;  and  noltethat  we  do  not  maintain  a  price  list 
as  out  stock  is  continually  changing. 

Unfortunately,  at  the  present  time  there  are  not  any  catalogs 
available  on  civil  war  patriotic  covers  even  though  interest  in  this 
field  is  increasing  very  rapidly  among  united  states  collectors; 
therefore,  prices  and  values  are  not  standardized  and  must  be  based 
upon  condition,  postal  usage,  types,  unusual  markings,  etc.  much 
of  the  information  currently  available  on  covers  have  been  pains- 
takingly gathered  over  the  years  by  interested  collector  specialists 
who  have  published  articles  on  the  subject. 

we  consider  both  used  and  unused  patriotic  envelopes  among  the 
most  desireable  types  of  early  u.s.  covers  and  current  demand  certa'"  - 
ly  proves  this  trend.     these  envelopes  were  created  to  arouse  pop" 
lar  feelings  among  the  people,  as  well  as  to  attract  the  few  col-_ 
tors  of  that  early  day.     decorated  with  colorful  flags,  portraits, 
slogans,  cartoons,  soldiers  and  battle  scenes,  they  provided  a  means 
of  expressing  one's  patriotism,  scorn,  admiration  or  hate.  more 
two-thirds  of  all  letters  sent  during  the  civil  war  were  enclosed 
in  some  kind  of  patriotic  envelope.    often  similar  designs  were  printe. 
at  the  top    of  writing  paper,  and  these  are  called  patriotic  letter- 
SHEETS. 

THERE    ARE    MANY   DIFFERENT   DESIGNS   BECAUSE   THERE   WERE    MANY  PRINT- 
ERS   IN    THE    MAJOR    CITIES    OF    THE   NORTH,    AND    IN   A   FEW   CITIES    OF   THE  SOUTH- 
(ENVELOPES    PRINTED    IN   THE    SOUTH   ARE    MUCH  SCARCER    THAN    ANY    OTHER  GROUP.) 
The    WORD    "MAGNUS"    IS   THE    NAME    OF    CHARLES    MAGNUS,    WHO   WAS   THE  BIGGEST 
AND    NO    DOUBT    THE    BEST    PR  I NTER - -L 1 T HOGR A PHER    OF    THE    CiVIL   WAR  PERIOD 
AND    HIS    OFFICES   WERE    IN   NEW   YORK  CITY. 

WE    ASSURE    YOU    OF    OUR    PERSONAL    INTEREST    IN    YOUR    EFFORTS   TO  ASSEM- 
BLE  A    COLLECTION    OF    PATRIOTIC    COVERS,    AND   WILL   WELCOME    ANY  OPPORTUN 
TO    BE    OF    FURTHER    SERVICE    TO  YOU. 


PS:     We  are  JUST  about  cleaned  out  of  L/incoln  materTal,  but  6^  have 

A  few  more  unused  DESIGNS.  AM  PLANNIi^  ON  SPECIALIZING  IN  PATRIOTICS 
USED    AND    unused    SO    WILL    REMAIN    ON    THE    LOOKOUT   FOR  YOU. 


•I 


J 


JOHi-i  G.  HUGHES 

CIVIL  \jHR  -  Patriot  ICS  ,;;md  covers 
Post  Office  Box  io48,  Salinas,  California 

price  list     Jm;jUmRY  1958 


l:''E   BELIEVE    THAT   THIS    IS    THE    FIRST    PRICE   LIST    EVER    PUBLISHED    ON  PATRIOTIC 

COVERS.     Note  that  all  prices  are  listed  by  group  range.  Individual 
COVER  prices  cannot  be  deterivhned   in  a  listing,  since  each  cover   is   in  a 
different  condition,  cost  grouping,  and  design,     So?iE  designs  are  fairly 
common,  while  others  are  quite  rare.     Price  is  determined  by  cost,  condition, 

RARITY,    COLOR,    TYPE    OF    PRINTING,    AND    IMPORTANCE    IN    ClViL    VJAR  HISTORY. 
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IX 
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,  ■  5.00 

X 

^,5.00 
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The  price  group  will  be  shown  on  the  right  side 

OF    THE    listing,    RIGHT    AFTER    THE  DESCRIPTION. 

IF    THE    PATRIOTICS    ARE    AVAILABLE     IN    PACKETS,    A  "P" 
WILL    FOLLOW   THE    PRICE    DESIGNATION.      PACKETS  ARE 
r/iADE    UP    OF    FROM    3    TO    ^    DIFFERENT    COVERS    AND  THE 
ENTIRE    PACKET    CaN    DE    PURCHASED    AT    A  DISCOUNT. 

WE    ALSO    OFFER    DISCOUNTS    ON    PURCHASES    OF  ^10.00 
OR    MORE,    THE    AMOUNT    OF    DISCOUNT    DEPEiJDlNG    ON  THE 
SIZE    OF    PURCHASE . 


TO  USE  THIS  PR  I  CE_  LI  bT  I  NG  : 
Code      Group  description 
A,  Flags 


VARIOUS  designs  OF  THE  UNION  FLAG.  SOME 
JLACK    ENGRAVED,    OTHERS    IN    FULL  COLOR. 


PRICE  Range  Packet 


,11,111 


P5 


IN   THE    ABOVE    EXAMPLE,    THE    FLaG    GROUP    IS    CODE   A,    SELLS   FOR    ^.75    -   yI»50    PER  COVER 
AND    IS    AVAILABLE    IN    PACKETS    OF    5  COVERS. 

Please  note  that  better  quality  covers,  such  as  IvimGNUS,  BERLIN  &  JONES,  and  KIMMEL 

ARE  NOT  available  IN  PACKETS.  THESE  RARITIES  COME  IN  OR  Y  ST  A  L-iVi  0  U  NT  FOR  PROTECTION. 
THEY    ARE    READY    TO    MOUNT    IN    AN  ALBUM. 

USED    COVERS    ARE    PRICED    ACCORDING    TO    CONDITION,    CANCELLATION,    POSTAGE,    AND  DESIGN. 
THESE    ALSO    ARE     INDIVIDUALLY    PRICED    ONLY,    AND    COME     IN    CRYSTaL-  mOUNT. 

Many  designs,   (there  are  over   15,000  known)  can  be  obtained  on  used  covers  and 

UNUSED,     IN    black,    COLOR,    OR    TINTED.      WE    HAVE    A    BEGINNERS    SELECTION    OF   TEN  COVERS, 
ONE    FROM    EACH    OF    TEN    GROUPS    FOR    THE    PRICE    OF    •'^^.00    AS    AN    INTRODUCTORY    OFFER.  iT 
IS    INTERESTING    TO    TRY    AND    OBTAIN    ONE    COVER    FROM    EACH    G.-ROUP,    AND    ALSO    TO  OBTAIN 
AS    MANY    DIFFERENT    DESIGNS    WITHIN    A  GROUP. 

PLEASE    BE    ADVISED    THAT    NO    APPROVALS    WILL    BE    SENT    WITHOUT    REFERENCES.      DROP    US  A 
NOTE    WITH    A    REQUEST    FOR    COVERS    OR    APPROVALS    AND    WE    WILL    BE    HAPPY    TO    MAKE    UP  A 
SELECTION    FOR    YOU.       EXCEPT   FOR    THE    INTRODUCTORY    OFFER    NOTED    ABOVE,    ALL  SELECTIONS 
ARE    INDIVIDUALLY    PREPARED    ACCORDING    TO    WHAT    WE    KNOW    ABOUT    YOUR     INTERESTS.  WE 
KEEP    A    REFERENCE    LIBRARY    ON    THE    CIVIL   WAR,    AND    ARE    CONTINUALLY    BRINGING    OUR  INFOR- 
MATIONAL   LITERATURE    UP   TO    DATE    FOR    YOUR  BENEFIT. 


PATRIOTICALLY  YOURS, 


JOHN   G.  HUGHES 


JOHN    HUGHES,  PATRIOTICS 


Post  office  Box  io48 


Salinas,  Cauifoj?nia 
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UNUSED  PATRIOTICS 


CODE  GROUP 

A  '  FLAG 

B  FLAG  &  SHIELD 

C  FLaG  £t  SOLDIERS 

D  FLAG,   GLOBE,  HaNDS 

E  FLAG  &  EAGLES 

F  FLAG  &  Gannon- 

G  FLAG  k  LIBERTY 

H  SHIELDS 

I  SHIELDS  &  EAGLES 

J  EAGLES 

K  CA.MNONS 

L  LIBERTY   S:  SHIELD 

U  LIBERTY,  COLUMBIA 

N  UNION 

0  SOLDIERS  FAREWELL 

P  ZOUaVE 

Q  REGIMENTAL 

R  FORT  SUMTER 

S  ivl  ISCELLmNEOUS 
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PRICE  Range 

I ,  f  1 ,  III 

I  ,  II,  IN 
I  ,    II,  III 

II,  1  H 
11,    III,  IV 


1  ,  III 


DESCRIPTION 

The  Union  Flag,  some  with  inscriptions, 
IN  black  engraving  or  full  color. 

Designs  combining  the  union  flag  and 
THE  U.S.  Shield,  with  inscriptions, 

unions  Flag  with  Soldiers.    Some  in 
battle.     In  black  or  color. 

Numerous  combinations  revolving  around 
Union,  one  country  and  patriotism. 

The  Union  Flag  &  the  bald  Eagle.  Some 

VERY   fine    engravings  AVAILABLE. 

The  Union'  Flag  and  a  cannon^  with 

APPROPRIATE    inscriptions,  |, 

the  Union  Flag  and  miss  Liberty,  i. 

Designs  and  phrases  centering  around 
the  shield  of  the  united  states.  i, 

The  U.S.  Shield  and  the  Bald  Eagle,  i, 

The  Bald  Eagle.     Some  fill  the  entire 
cover  face.    Some  fine  engravings,  i. 

Picturing  the  common  cannon  of  the  war 
and  usually  with  inscription.  t, 

Showing  miss  Liberty  holding  U.S.  . 

Shield  with  inscription.  ii,  mi,  iv 

Various  designs  of  women  as  Miss 
Liberty  or  Columbia,  the  gem  of  The 
Ocean,    some  with  views  of  national 

buildings,  11,111 

Various  designs  using  the  word  "Union" 
TO  Emphasise  the  cause.     ■  I,  ir 

a  well  known  design  of  the  soldier  say- 
ing goodbye  to  his  family.  very  popular.  1, 

Depicting  the  famous  Zouave  Volunteers 
FROM  New  York,   in  their  fancy  outfits,     iV,  V 


I  I  I 


it  III 


1 ,   1  I  1 


I ,  III 


I  V 


1 1 1 


1 1 


Covers  for  use  by  soldiers  with  imprint 
OF  regiment  by  number  and  patch* 

Picturing  Mr,  Hart  replacing  the  Union 
flag  during  the  attack  on  ft.  sumter  a- 
long  with  other  views  of  the  fort  under 

ATTACK. 

Embraces  many  unusual  patterns  ex- 
pfhesinq  similar  themes  to  those  des- 
cribed above. 


IV,  V 


IV,  V 


I,  V 


PACKETS 
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P  3 
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P  3 
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DESCRIPTION  PRICE  RaiMGE 


TC 


TO 


TE 


CmR I CaTURES 


UA 


UB 


UC 


UD 


UE 


UF 


UG 


PACKETS 


PICTURES    VARIOUS    UNION    OFFICERS,  SOME 
IN    PROFILE,    SOME   FULL    FACE,    SOME    ON  HORSE, 
SOME    IN  BATTLE. 

ELLSl'iORTH,  Early  hero  of  the  war.  First 

OFFICER    KILLED    IN    BATTLE.    MANY  MOURNING 
COVERS    WITH    WREATHS,    POETRY,    EULOGY,  AND 
BLACK  BORDERS. 

MCOLELLmN,    THE    SECOND.  COMMANDER- I N-CH I EF  OF 

Union  forces.     Protector  of  VJ,- sh  i  ngton  .  a 

COLORFUL    character    WHO    GOT    MIXED    UP  IN 
POLITICS.       He    RAN    AGAINST    LINCOLN    FOR  PRESI- 
DENT.     He    IS    OUR    COVER  PICTURE. 

SCOTT,    THE    FIRST   COMMANDER    IN    CHIEF  OF  UNION 

FORCES.      HE    WAS    OLD    WHEN    HE    STARTED  AND  WAS 
SOON  REPLACED-. 

GEORGE  Washington  -  used  to  inspire  men  to  be 

LIKE    THE    FIRST    U.S.    GENERAL.      WASHINGTON  WAS 
USED    AS    AN     IDEAL    BY    BOTH    THE    UNIOrj    AND  CON- 
FEDERATES , 

VARIOUS    OFFICERS,    PICTURED    BECAUSE   THEY  LED 
FAMOUS    REGIMENTS    OR    BATTLES    AND    SECURED  IM- 
PORTANT   CITIES.      DESCRIPTIONS  ACCOMPANY 
SELECT  I ONS . 


II,     III,     IV,    V        P  3 


Humorous,  biting,  cartoons  and  sketches  of 


VARIOUS  incidents.  THESE  COME 
BLUE    AND  MULTI-COLORED. 


IN    BLACK,  ROSE, 


I ,    11,    Ml,  IV 


TRaITORS,    the   SYNONYM    FOR    "REBEL"    AND  USED 
EXTENSIVELY    BY    THE    WRITERS    OF    THE  DAY, 

KING  COTTON   t   FOREIGN   aFFhIRS  DEPICTING 
Southern  economy  and  use  of  cotton  to  gain 
recognition   in  europe. 

THE   DEVIL,    usually    IN    COIvlNECTION    WITH  JEFF 

Davis  and  his  right-hand  man,  Beauregard. 

WHY    DON'T   YOU   TaKE    IT,    SHOWING   a   BIG  DOG 

(Union)  guarding  a  piece  of  meat  (Washington, 
d.c.)  while  a  small  dog  (confederacy)  tries  to 

GET  IT. 

SECESSION    h    SLmVERY    PORTRAYING    SLAVERY   AS  THE 
INNOCENT    CAUSE    OF   THE    TROUBLE    AND  SECEEDING 
MOVEMENT    OF    SOUTHERN    STATES    AS    AN    EVIL  MONSTER 
UNACCEPTABLE    TO    ALL  AMERICANS. 

JEFF    DmVIS,    a    HIGHLY    POPUL/*R    TARGET    OF  THE 
PRINTERS.      iViANY    PICTURE    HIM    HaNGING,    WITH  THE 

DEVIL,  AS  A  Jackass. 

PRIVaTEERS,  called  "Pirates"  by  the  Northerpjers  . 
The  South  hired  ships  and  crevvs  to  run  the 
Federal  Blockade.     Many  of  these  ships  were  built 
I  i'j  Europe, 


P  5 

P  3 

P  5 

P  5 

P  3 

P  5 

P  5 

p  3 


UH 


Others,  showing  the  "Better"'  life  in  the  north 
and  trying  to  disparage  the  South. 


JOHN  Hughes,  Patriotjcs 
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NO 

Packets 


AA 


BB 


CO 


DD 


EE 


GG 

1 1 

JJ 


NN 


00 


UNUSED   MmGNUS  AND   IvImGNUS  TYPES 

These  are  high  quality  production  items  by  some  of  the  best 
PERIOD.  Some  designs  are  comparable  to  the  best  stamp  designs 
Magnus  of  New  York  City  is  the  outstanding  Civil  VJp.r  Printer  of 


KNOWN    printers    OF  THE 

in  workmanship.  charles 
envelopes,  '■ 


CaIJP  VIEVJS 


CITY  VIEWS 


BmTTle  scenes 


Panorama 


PORTRAITS 


FF       ROSE  OF   >.mSH  I  NGTON 


Mm  PS 

n'hVy  d'esig'ns 
bu  i  ld  i  ngs 

aRiviY  UN  ITS 


KK         REVOLUT  I  ON-aRY  '.VaR 


LL       EaGLES,   SHIELDS,  & 
i\USS  LIBERTY 


REBELS 


LETTERSHEETS 


SOi-lGSHEETS 


PP     POSTaLLY  USED  COVERS 


QQ       CONFEDERATE  COVERS 


Scenes  of  various  Union  Main  camps  and 
head  quarters. 

Showing  important  oitiecs  of  dattle  or  his- 
tor  i  cal  s i gn  i f i cance. 

Showing  soldiers  in  battle  or  on  the 

MARCH,    SOi.fE    covers    IN    FULL-FaCE    AND  HAND 

PRINTED,  Many  sets  were  made  up  and  a  few 

ARE  SOMETIMES  AVAILABLE  IN  COMPLETE  SETS, 
One    BRONZE    SET    IS    "OUT    OF    THIS  WORLD". 

Most  interesting  full-FaCe  panoramic 

VIEWS    OF     important   TROOP    MOVEMENTS,  EX- 
PEDITIONS, Forts  and  hospitals. 


Full-face  map  showing  all  loyal  states,  or 

AREAS    of    military  CAKiPaIGNS. 

Showing  sailors,  marines  and  ships 
pictures  various  public  buildings  and 

OFTEN    a   view   OF   THE  TOWN    WERE  LOCATED, 

Various  designs   irj  bronze  or  colors  show- 
ing insignia  of  Corps  or  Oivision  adjacent 
to  a  Patriotic  scene  in  some  cases.  Some 
are  Regimentals, 

Various  engravings   in  black  and  colors 
portraying  revolutionary  war  patriotism, 
INCLUDING  George  Washington. 

MISCELLANEOUS    COMBINATIONS    IN    MANY  COLORS 
WITH    AND    WITHOUT    NAME    OF    PH INTER, 

SERIES    OF    PORTRAITS    OF    SOUTHERN  STATES- 
MEN AND  Generals.     Includes  famous 

AMERICANS    OF    SOUTHERN  HERITAGE. 


COLLATERAL 


aER  I  aL 


IX,  X 

IX,  X 


VII  I  ,    IX,  X 


Includes  many  types  of  portraits  of  the 

BETTER    known    POLITICAL    AND    MILITARY  PERSON- 
ALITIES.  Some    in  sets.  V 

CONSIDERED   THE    SCARCEST    OF    ALL   AND    A  BEAU- 
TIFUL   PIECE    OF    WORKMANSHIP,     INTENDED    AS  A 
SALES   AID   TO    DISTRIBUTORS    AND    COLLECTORS  OF 

Magnus  products.  X 


V  I  1 

y  I  ; 

!  X 


.  V  I  1  I 
Vl  I 


IV,  X 


V  I 


Includes  various  similar  patriotic  designs 

printed    on    the    top    of    REGULAR    WRITING  PAPER 

(stationery)  and  matches  envelope  design  IN 

MANY  cases. 


MIXED  prices 


similar    to    LETTERSHEETS    IN    DESIGN    BUT  INCLUDE 
WORDS    TO    MOST    OF    THE    POPULAR    SONGS    OF   THE  TIME. 
VERY    ATTRACTIVE.  MIXED 

COMBINATIONS    OF    FLAGS,    EAGLES,    SHIELDS  AND 

RELATED    TYPES    WHICH    CaRRY    THE    STAMP,  POSTMARK 

AND    ADDRESS.    PRICED    ACCORDING   TO    CONDITION,  ) 

SCOTT'S  NUMBERS  7,1  I,  12  (CONFEDERATE  STaTES  OF 
AMERICA)    APPEARING    WITH    VARIOUS    POSTMARKS  FROM 

SOUTHERN  Cities.  Priced  according  to  condition.  ) 


PRICES 


.u '1-1,1,  S,ve.le,w;w  llir.-y  r  I,„m..  I h..,- f,-,s 
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ELMER  EPHRAIM  ELLSWORTH 


Editor's  Note:  This  brief  sketch  of  Elmer  E.  Ellsworth  has  been 
prepared  as  a  vehicle  for  the  publication  of  five  original,  unpublished 
letters  recently  acquired  by  the  Foundation  ;  namely  Ellsworth  to 
Nicolay,  Sherman  to  Nieolay,  Charles  H.  Spofford  to  Nicolay,  E.  D. 
Ellsworth  to  Nicolay  and  Carrie  Spofford  to  Nicolay. 

When  the  Lincoln  presidential  party  left  Springfield, 
Illinois,  on  February  11,  1861  enroute  to  Washington, 
D.  C.  for  the  inaugural  ceremonies,  Elmer  Ephraim 
Ellsworth,  a  young  man  of  twenty-four,  was  charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  the  safe  conduct  of  the 
president-elect. 

Young  Ellsworth  first  met 
Lincoln  in  December,  1859 
while  on  a  tour  with  his 
Zouave  drill  company  to 
Springfield.  While  his  real 
interest  was  a  military  ca- 
reer, he  was  determined  to 
study  law.  This  decision  re- 
sulted from  the  suggestion  of 
Charles  H.  Spofford,  a  bank- 
er of  Rockford,  Illinois, 
whose  daughter  was  engaged 
to  Ellsworth. 

Lincoln  liked  Ellsworth 
and  more  than  once  expressed 
an  earnest  desire  that  he 
move  to  Springfield  and 
make  his  office  his  head- 
quarters. The  young  man 
moved  to  Springfield  at  the 
time  when  the  1860  presi- 
dential campaign  was  in  full 
swing,  and  very  little  pro- 
gress was  made  in  learning 
the  legal  profession. 

Another  of  Ellsworth's 
acquaintances  was  John 
George  Nicolay,  who  was  to 
become  Lincoln's  private  sec- 
retary. Nicolay  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Springfield  Grays, 
and  perhaps  through  this 
military  organization  the  two 
men  became  good  friends. 

The  problem  of  being  ap- 
propriately dressed  as  a  pri- 
vate secretary  and  as  a 
guard  of  the  president-elect 
involved  expensive  tailoring 
projects.  The  following  undated  letter  from  Ellsworth 
to  Nicolay  gives  the  details: 
"Dear  George. 

"Your  measure  came  to  hand  this  P.  M.  and  I  placed 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  tailor  with  orders  to  proceed  to 
manufacture  Coat  Pants  &  vest  forthwith.  I  am  getting 
a  pair  of  pants  &  vest  from  the  same  style  of  goods 
which  I  think  for  traveling  &  morning  wear  would  suit 
you  admirably.  I  shall  leave  your  measure  with  the 
tailor  &  when  you  see  the  garment  you  can  order  dupli- 
cates if  you  choose.  Understand  me  I  have  now  ordered 
for  you  a  business  style  of  frock  of  black  cloth  &  dress 
vest  of  black  velvet  and  do  pants  of  doeskin.  Now  'In 
Re.'  Shirts,  as  we  lawyers  say — I  find  upon  close  inquiry 
among  those  who  wear  the  article  that  a  good  quality 


-I  will  however  extend  my  re- 
(Hay)  see  this)  and  may  do 
far  committed  myself  to  any 
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of  shirt  costs  $24  pr  Doz- 
shirtses — (don't  let  John 
better.   I  have  not,  thus 
policy  concerning  shiils. 

"People  here  are  in  a  huge  sweat  about  secession 
matters  and  the  believe  (sic)  among  the  better  in- 
formed is  that  some  attempt  on  the  Capital  or  Mr.  L-s 
life  will  surely  be  made — apropos  I  leave  this  city  of 
Patriopse  &  beauty. 

"I  trust  that  if  any  thing 
is  likely  to  demand  my  pres- 
ence in  Springfield,  that  you 
will  not  neglect  to  inform  me. 
I  shall  remain  here  until 
Saturday  night — then  go  to 
Rockford  &  return  via  Free- 
port  &  shall  Embrace  you 
(attired  in  new  pantaloons 
without  suspenders  &  with 
stripes) — on  Monday  morn- 
ing if  —  nothing  happens.  I 
have  closed  up  everything 
here — &  shall  be  ready  to  go 
off  on  half  cock  at  the  short- 
est possible  notice  —  I  find 
that  this  matter  of  accom- 
panying the  president-elect 
involves  an  expense  which, 
if  I  were  not  a  (prospective) 
million-air  would  make  my 
pocket-book  exceedingly  easy 
of  transportation.  I  don't 
propose  to  make  a  very 
elaborate  apology  for  the 
style  of  this  brief  letter — I 
will  merely  say  that  my  mat- 
ters have  accumulated  in 
such  piles  that  I  cannot  rest 
a  moment  —  since  the  com- 
mencement of  this  I  have  as- 
sumed every  conceiveable  po- 
sition —  &  am  now  contem- 
plating the  expediency  of 
being  turned  up — &  copper 
bottomed — made  bum  (bomb) 
proof  —  (conceal  this  from 
your  friend  Hay) 
not  hear  from 
Saturday? 
Believe  me,  in  haste 
Your  friend 
Ellsworth 

Thursday.  11  p.m." 

The  annals  of  the  Civil  War  record  vividly  the  death 
of  Colonel  Ellsworth  at  Alexandria,  Virginia  on  May 
2.3,  1861,  "the  first  commissioned  officer  to  lose  his  life 
in  the  great  fraternal  struggle."  Once  the  Union  forces 
had  seized  Alexandria,  Ellsworth  rashly  cut  down  a 
Confederate  flag  flying  atop  the  Marshall  House.  While 
descending  the  stairs  he  was  killed  instantly  by  James 
W.  Jackson,  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel,  who  in  turn  was 
killed  by  Corporal  Brownell. 

The  remains  of  Ellsworth  were  first  placed  in  the 
engine-house  at  the  Washington  Navy  Yard,  but  at  the 


—  May  I 
you  by 
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LINCOLN  LORE 


Colonel  Elmer  E.  Ellsworth 


express  wish  of  President  Lincoln  they  were  taken  to 
the  White  House  for  the  funeral  services.  The  death  of 
Lincoln's  young  friend  was  a  personal  bereavement. 

Before  the  funeral  arrangements  were  changed  from 
the  Navy  Yard  to  the  White  House,  Nicolay  received 
the  following  communication: 

"Washington,  D.  C. 
May  24,  1861 

Sir: 

You  are  requested  to  attend  the  funeral,  as  pall- 
bearer of  the  late  Col.  Ellsworth  N.  Y.  Zouaves,  which 
will  take  place  from  the  Navy  Yard  tomorrow  at  eleven 
A.  M. 

Very  Respectively 
Your  Obt.  Svt. 
T.  W.  Sherman 
Maj.  3  Art. 
in  charge  of  arran. 

Nicollay,  Esq. 
President's  Mansion" 

On  May  24,  Nicolay  wrote  to  his  fiancee  Therena 
Bates:  "I  had  supposed  myself  to  have  grown  quite  in- 
different and  callous  and  hard-hearted,  until  I  heard  of 
the  sad  fate  of  Col.  Ellsworth,  who,  as  you  will  already 
have  read,  was  assassinated  at  the  taking  of  Alexandria 
by  our  troops  on  last  Friday  morning.  But  since  that 
time  I  have  been  quite  unable  to  keep  the  tears  out  of 
my  eyes  whenever  I  have  thought,  or  heard,  or  read, 
about  it,  until  I  have  almost  concluded  that  I  am  quite 
a  weak  and  womanish  sort  of  creature.  I  had  known 
and  seen  him  almost  daily  for  more  than  six  months 
past,  and  although  our  intimacy  was  never  in  any  way 
confidential  as  to  personal  matters,  I  had  learned  to 
value  him  very  highly.  He  was  very  young — only  24,  I 
think — very  talented  and  very  poor — a  combination  of 
the  qualities  upon  which  sadness  and  misfortune  seem 
to  prey.  He  had  by  constant  exertion  already  made  him- 
self famous,  and  that  against  obstacles  that  would  have 
been  unsurmountable  to  any  other.  Since  by  acquaint- 
ance with  him  my  position  has  enabled  me  to  assist  him 
in  his  plans  and  aspirations  until  I  felt  almost  a  direct 
personal  pride  and  interest  in  his  success.  Knowing  his 
ability  and  his  determined  energy  I  knew  that  he  would 
win  a  brilliant  success  if  life  were  spared  to  him.  So 
that  to  me  his  death  seems  almost  a  fatality,  and  though 
I  know  the  whole  nation  will  mourn  for  him,  yet  I  am 
grieved  also  to  feel  that  they  do  not  half  appreciate  his 
worth  or  their  loss. 

"Of  course  you  will  have  read  the  war  news,  and 
seen  that  our  troops  are  in  possession  of  Alexandria  and 
Arlington  Heights.  There  have  been  all  sorts  of  rumors 


yesterday  and  today,  about  conflicts  in  different  direc- 
tions, but  we  have  nothing  certain  or  official." 

The  death  of  Ellsworth  released  a  veritable  flood  of 
addresses,  sermons,  editorials,  poems  and  songs  to  his 
memory.  The  classic  production  being  Lincoln's  letter  to 
Ellsworth's  parents  which  is  the  finest  monument  to  the 
rash  young  colonel: 

"In  the  untimely  loss  of  your  noble  son,  our  affliction 
here,  is  scarcely  less  than  your  own.  So  much  of 
promised  usefulness  to  one's  country,  and  of  bright  hopes 
for  one's  self  and  friends,  have  rarely  been  so  suddenly 
dashed,  as  in  his  fall.  In  size,  in  years,  and  in  youthful 
appearance,  a  boy  only,  his  power  to  command  men,  was 
surpassingly  great.  'This  power,  combined  with  a  fine 
intellect,  an  indomitable  energy,  and  a  taste  altogether 
military,  constituted  in  him,  as  seemed  to  me,  the  best 
natural  talent,  in  that  department,  I  ever  knew.  And 
yet  he  was  singularly  modest  and  deferential  in  social 
intercourse.  My  acquaintance  with  him  began  less  than 
two  years  ago;  yet  through  the  latter  half  of  the  inter- 
vening period,  it  was  as  intimate  as  the  disparity  of  our 
ages,  and  my  engrossing  engagements,  would  permit.  To 
me,  he  appeared  to  have  no  indulgences  or  pastimes;  and 
I  never  heard  him  utter  a  profane,  or  an  intemperate 
word.  What  was  conclusive  of  his  good  heart,  he  never 
forgot  his  parents.  The  honors  he  labored  for  so  laud- 
ably, and,  in  the  sad  end,  so  gallantly  gave  his  life,  he 
meant  for  them,  no  less  than  for  himself. 

"In  the  hope  that  it  may  be  no  intrusion  upon  the 
sacredness  of  your  sorrow,  I  have  ventured  to  address 
you  this  tribute  to  the  memory  of  my  young  friend,  and 
your  brave  and  early  fallen  child. 

"May  God  give  you  that  consolation  which  is  beyond 
all  earthly  power.  Sincerely  your  friend  in  a  common 
affliction — 

A.  Lincoln" 

Ellsworth's  death  came  as  a  crushing  blow  to  Carrie 
Spofford,  and  on  May  27,  1861  from  Rockford,  Illinois, 
Charles  H.  Spofford  wrote  Nicolay:  "Understanding  that 
you  are  acquainted  with  the  relation  the  late  Col.  Ells- 
worth sustained  to  my  family,  I  feel  that  you  will  not 
regard  me  as  obtrusive  in  the  following  requests — will 
you  at  your  earliest  convenience  inform  me  of  any  par- 
ticulars connected  with  his  death  that  shall  not  have 
been  published  at  the  time.  In  a  letter  to  my  Daughter 
he  speaks  of  having  written  to  her  while  on  the  Steamer 
Baltic,  on  his  way  from  N.  Y.  to  Washington  &  also 
immediately  after  his  arrival  at  W.  These  letters,  have 
not  been  reed,  and  may  be  among  his  papers  at  W.  Will 
you  ascertain  if  such  is  the  case  provided  his  effects 
have  not  been  forwarded  to  his  parents.  In  the  great 
accumulation  of  his  correspondence  it  has  sometimes 
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happened  that  letters  which  he  supposed  were  mailed, 
were  left  among  his  papers.  Any  circumstances  con- 
nected with  his  life  or  death  which  you  think  would 
interest  us  please  communicate." 

Ellsworth's  parents  were  quite  eager  to  secure  their 
son's  personal  belongings  as  well  as  those  of  his  brother 
Charles,  who  died  on  June  16,  1860  in  Chicago  while  a 
member  of  the  Zouave  Cadets.  From  Mechanicsville, 
New  York,  on  June  26,  1861  E.  D.  Ellsworth  wrote 
Nicolay:  "We  received  your  welcom  Letter  this  morn- 
ing and  we  felt  disapointed  to  hear  that  Elmer's  trunks 
had  not  Ben  Shipt  to  us  as  he  gave  me  Mr.  Cook  adress 
&  I  had  writen  to  him  Some  two  months  ago  &  I  wated 
&  then  I  wrote  to  Mr  Lincon  if  he  could  get  them  to 
Ship  them  to  me  By  Rail  Road  as  fraight  &  take  a 
Recept  for  them  &  Send  the  Recpt  to  me  in  a  Letter. 
Now  Mr  Nickley  if  you  can  have  them  Sente  to  me  & 
have  them  come  on  the  Rail  Road  By  fraight  I  wish 
you  would,  it  will  obleage  me  very  much.  I  no,  it  will 
Cost  a  good  deal  But  I  want  them  as  his  Brother's 
things  are  among  them,  &  they  have  a  grate  many 
friends  hear  that  wants  Something  that  belonge  to  Elmer 
if  it  is  old  pleas  have  them  Sent  as  soon  as  possable  & 
obleage.  the  furniture  they  nead  not  Send  But  this  Rest 
we  would  like  to  have." 

On  the  third  page  of  the  folded  stationery,  Ells- 
worth's father  wrote  the  following:  "N.  B  Mr  Nicolay 
Sir  Mr  Warren  I  think  will  be  in  Washington  before  you 
get  this  I  think  to  See  Mr.  Hay  as  Respect  the  writing 
the  Life  of  our  Son  &  Mr  Bullard  has  writen  to  Mr 
Hay  that  Mr.  Warren,  an  uncle  of  Carrie  Spofford  had 
got  the  refusal  of  our  Sons  papers  that  we  had,  &  he 
an  Miss  Spofford  was  coming  up  to  our  place  as  soon 
as  we  got  his  trunks  from  Springfield,  &  was  down  to 
waterford  yestarday  &  Mr  Bullard  wrote  to  Mr.  Hay 
wile  I  was  thare  So  Mr  Hay  will  no,  what  they  have 
concluded  on  before  this  reaches  you. 

"Please  give  our  love  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lincoln  also  to 
all  of  Elmer's  Friends  your  Self  &  Mr  Hay  in 
particular." 

It  appears  that  Nicolay  and  Hay  were  finally  able  to 
ship  Ellsworth's  personal  belongings  to  his  parents  in 
New  York.  Nicolay  is  believed  to  have  requested  that 
Ellsworth's  sword  be  turned  over  to  him  as  a  memento 
of  his  friendship  with  the  Colonel.  Unfortunately  for 
Nicolay,  this  request  was  refused. 

In  a  letter  from  Carrie  Spofford,  from  Mechanics- 
ville, dated  August  13,  1861  to  Nicolay  she  wrote:  "I 
received  the  package  of  letters  by  express  yesterday, 
please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  kindness  and  trouble. 
The  Col's  effects  have  arrived  from  Springfield  and  in 
accordance  with  your  request  asked  him  about  the  sword, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say,  he  refused  to  part  with  it." 

Speaking  of  Ellsworth's  death,  Lincoln  said,  "poor 
fellow,  it  was  doubtless  an  act  of  rashness,  but  it  only 
shows  the  heroic  spirit  that  animates  our  soldiers,  from 
high  to  low,  in  this  righteous  cause  of  ours."  Con- 
tinuing his  interview  with  a  New  York  Herald  corre- 
spondent Lincoln  said:  "There  is  one  fact  that  has 
reached  me  which  is  a  great  consolation  to  my  heart, 
and  quite  a  relief  after  this  melancholy  affair.  I  learn 
from  several  persons  that  when  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
were  raised  in  Alexandria,  many  of  the  people  of  the 
town  actually  wept  for  joy,  and  manifested  the  liveliest 
gratification  at  seeing  this  familiar  and  loved  emblem 
once  more  floating  above  them." 

GOLD  PLATED  COAT  OF  MAIL 

A.  H.  Flanders  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  read  a,  disturb- 
ing newspaper  story  in  early  1861.  The  undated,  un- 
identified article  consisted  of  about  four  inches  of  fine 
print  one  column  wide,  and  bore  the  heading:  Important 
From  Baltimore,  Treasonable  Organization.  Attempt  to 
Browbeat  Gov.  Hicks.  This  article  carried  a  quotation 
from  a  letter  stating  "that  12,000  had  taken  solemn 
oaths  to  prevent  the  inauguration  of  Lincoln — march 
upon  Washington — capture  the  city  and  make  it  the 
capital  of  a  southern  republic."  The  final  paragraph 
read :  "There  are  even  darker  threats  whispered  around, 
involving  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  assassination  of 
Lincoln  and  Hamlin." 

It  is  believed  that  Flanders  visited  Springfield,  Illi- 


nois, with  the  idea  of  contacting  either  president-elect 
Lincoln  or  John  G.  Nicolay,  the  future  president's  pri- 
vate secretary,  with  a  plan  to  provide  for  Lincoln's  pro- 
tection. Apparently  Nicolay  listened  courteously  to 
Flander's  proposal  and  then  dismissed  him  without  giv- 
ing further  thought  to  the  matter. 

Not  to  be  outdone,  Flanders  wrote  Nicolay  on  Janu- 
ary 12,  1861,  from  Burlington,  enclosing  the  alarming 
newspaper  story: 

"Since  seeing  you  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  would 
be  appropriate  to  present  to  the  president  through  your- 
self some  testimonials  as  to  my  responsibility  and  fitness 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  suitable  defense  for  his 
person  of  which  we  were  speaking. 

"You  will  perceive  that  I  have  occupied  the  Chair  of 
Chemistry  in  one  of  the  Philadelphia  colleges. 

"The  professorship  of  Chemistry  is  one  which  neces- 
sarily brought  me  in  contact  with  workers  in  metals,  and 
makers  of  apparatus  generally. 

"I  am  confident  that  among  them  or  others  in  New 
York,  I  can  find  a  person  who  can  make  the  article  I 
spoke  of ;  to  be  plated  with  gold,  so  that  the  perspiration 
shall  not  affect  it,  and  to  be  covered  with  silk,  and  worn 
over  an  ordinai-y  undershirt. 

"I  now  propose  to  go  to  New  York  by  way  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  about  a  week. 

"Should  the  President  conclude  to  allow  me  to  pro- 
vide for  his  personal  safety  in  this  way,  I  shall  be  very 
happy  to  do  so.  The  accompanying  testimonials,  I  think, 
may  assure  him  of  my  discretion. 

"I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  in  the  course  of 
the  next  week,  if  Mr.  Lincoln  comes  to  any  decision  about 
it. 

"If  thought  desirable  I  will  return  via  Springfield 
and  obtain  the  necessary  measurements,  so  as  to  lose 
no  time. 

"If  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  return  the  enclosed 
letters  (testimonials)  to  me,  after  the  President  has  seen 
them,  (if  he  gives  them  so  much  time)  you  will  oblige. 

"N.B.  I  am  far  from  wishing  to  alarm  either  your- 
self or  the  President,  but  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed 
slip  that  dark  threats  have  been  made." 

There  is  no  indication  that  Nicolay  replied  to  Fland- 
ers' letter  of  January  12.  However,  Flanders  wrote 
Nicolay  from  Philadelphia  on  January  26,  and  he  sent 
the  private  secretary  a  third  letter  from  New  York  on 
January  27.   The  New  York  letter  follows: 

"I  wrote  you  a  line  yesterday  from  Philadelphia, 
stating  that  I  had  ascertained  that  I  could  certainly  get 
the  coat  of  mail  made  in  that  city.  The  first  man  I  went 
to — a  gentleman,  who  in  times  past,  has  made  instru- 
ments and  apparatus  for  me,  had  seen  similar  coats  of 
defensive  armor  in  London,  where  he  formerly  resided. 
He  explained  to  me  that  the  kind  known  as  scale  armor 
was  the  best;  to  be  made  of  a  peculiar  kind  of  hardened 
and  tempered  steel  in  plates,  of  which  I  sent  you  a 
specimen.  These  are  to  overlap  each  other,  and  to  be 
riveted  together  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  sufficiently 
flexible. 

"I  have  ascertained  that  I  can  also  get  it  made  here 
in  case  I  prefer  to  do  so. 

"If  Mr.  Lincoln  wishes  to  be  protected  in  this  way, 
he  had  better  get  an  undershirt  made  to  fit  him  exactly, 
as  a  coat  fits  when  buttoned  up,  to  reach  from  the  neck 
to  the  hip  bones,  and  also  as  low  behind  and  in  front  as 
would  not  interfere  with  sitting  down.  Let  this  be  meas- 
ured and  cut  by  a  tailor  from  woolen  flannel,  and  ascer- 
tained to  be  an  exact  fit  by  buttoning.  This  should  not 
be  washed,  and  should  fit  well  about  the  armholes,  reach- 
ing midway  to  the  elbow.   This  I  can  have  stuffed  with 
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cotton,  and  then  make  the  coat  of  mail  exactly  to  fit 
over  it. 

"If  he  concludes  to  have  this  done  there  is  not  much 
time  to  lose.  You  can  send  it  to  me  by  mail  or  express. 
If  by  express  write  me  a  letter  the  same  day  to  New 
York  stating  by  what  express  sent,  and  then  I  will  go 
to  the  express  office  and  get  it.  It  will  probably  take 
about  10  or  12  days  to  make  the  one  here  after  the 
pattern  is  received. 

"Then  I  will  send  it  to  him  at  Springfield,  or  he  can 
come  by  way  of  Philadelphia  or  New  York  (going  to 
Washington)  and  if  any  alteration  is  required  to  make 
a  good  fit,  it  can  be  done  then  and  there. 

"I  am  told  that  Napoleon  III  is  constantly  protected 
in  this  way,  and  that  his  life  was  thus  saved  from 
small  pieces  of  the  Orsini  shells,  which  killed  his  horses, 
and  several  persons. 

"I  shall  be  very  happy  to  get  this  done  for  Mr.  Lin- 
coln if  he  will  accept  it,  and  really  hope  he  will  not  go 
to  Washington  without  it. 

"I  am  confident  I  can  get  it  done  without  any  one 
knowing  that  it  is  for  him. 

"You  will  see  by  reckoning  up  the  time  there  is  not 
any  to  lose,  if  he  will  have  this  done. 

"If  he  has  concluded  to  have  nothing  done  about  it, 
please  inform  me  to  that  effect,  if  it  will  not  be  too 
much  trouble." 

Certainly  no  one  believes  that  Lincoln  made  his  in- 
augural journey  wearing  a  gold-plated  coat  of  mail,  but 
these  Flanders'  letters  constitute  one  of  many  crack-pot 
ideas  that  were  advanced  by  opportunists,  not  necessarily 
to  protect  the  person  of  the  president,  but  to  win  favor 
with  the  new  administration. 
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Two-Cent  Pieces— 1864 

"In  God  We  Trust"  was  first  used  as  a  coin  motto  on 
the  two  cent  pieces  minted  in  1864.  It's  use  was  extended 
to  include  other  denominations  by  the  law  of  March  3, 
1865,  a  month  and  a  half  before  Lincoln's  assassination. 

Salmon  P.  Chase,  Lincoln's  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
is  generally  credited  with  having  secured  the  necessary 
legislation  to  express  the  trust  of  the  American  people 
in  the  Diety. 

The  striking  off  of  the  coins  bearing  the  motto  was 
a  significant  contribution  of  the  Lincoln  administration 
to  the  religious  and  patriotic  life  of  the  nation. 

A  MURDER  IN  KANSAS 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  once  blamed  as  the  indirect 
cause  of  a  murder  which  was  committed  in  Wyandotte, 
Kansas  in  1864.  This  fantastic  charge  resulted  from  an 
alleged  remark  by  the  President  that  Samuel  Hallett 
"ought  to  be  spanked." 

Hallett  was  a  contractor  and  general  manager  of  the 
Kansas  Pacific  Railroad.  He  was  killed  on  July  27,  1864 
by  O.  A.  Talcutt,  the  K.  P.  R.  chief  engineer,  who  rep- 
resented the  money  interests  who  were  constructing  the 
road.  Talcutt  charged  Hallett  with  mismanagement  of 
funds  and  it  was  claimed  that  he  wrote  Lincoln  that 
Hallett  "was  constructing  a  cheap  road,  that  the  ma- 
terial was  of  the  poorest  kind,  and  that  the  bridges 
would  not  hold  up  a  year." 

Sometime  during  the  month  of  May  1864,  Hallett 
went  to  Washington  and  while  there  conferred  with 
President  Lincoln  about  the  road.  During  the  interview 
Lincoln  is  said  to  have  called  attention  to  Talcutt's  let- 


ter. But  Hallett  defended  his  actions,  made  a  showing 
of  his  contract,  and  the  amount  of  work  done,  where- 
upon Lincoln  is  alleged  to  have  said  that  Talcutt  "ought 
to  be  spanked." 

In  alleging  that  Lincoln  was  the  indirect  cause  of 
the  murder,  it  was  claimed  that  "Mr.  Hallett  mailed 
Talcutt's  letter  to  Lincoln  to  his  brother  John."  John 
Hallett  then  showed  Talcutt  the  letter  and  said,  "Presi- 
dent Lincoln  says  you  should  be  spanked  and  I  am  going 
to  do  it."  John  was  a  big,  powerful  man  and  he  took 
Talcutt  across  his  knee  and  administered  the  spanking. 
Some  observers  said  he  whipped  Talcutt,  a  small,  feeble 
man,  within  an  inch  of  his  life,  while  others  say  that  the 
spanking  was  merely  a  humiliating  experience. 

On  the  morning  of  July  27,  1864,  Talcutt  rode  into 
Wyandotte  from  Quindaro  and  hitched  his  pony  in  front 
of  Holcomb's  drugstore  on  Third  Street,  two  or  three 
doors  north  of  the  Garno  House.  He  had  with  him  a 
Henry  rifle.  About  an  hour  later  Hallett  was  seen  com- 
ing across  the  street  some  sixty  feet  north  of  the  drug- 
store. Taking  deliberate  aim  Talcutt  shot  Hallett  in  the 
back  and  he  died  before  he  could  be  carried  into  the 
Garno  House. 

Some  accounts  state  that  Talcutt  was  never  brought 
to  trial,  while  others  say  that  he  was  arrested  some 
fifteen  years  later  and  a  trial  was  held.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  know  what  actually  happened  to  0.  A. 
Talcutt. 

J.  D.  Cruise  in  his  Recollections  of  Kansas  History 
stated  that  "the  shot  that  killed  Sam  Hallett  made  it 
possible  for  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  instead  of  Kansas 
City,  Kansas,  to  become  the  greater  city  to  date.  If 
Samuel  Hallett  had  been  allowed  to  live,  a  bridge  across 
the  Missouri  river  at  Parkville  would  have  been  built 
and  Wyandotte  would  undoubtedly  be  a  city  of  200,000 
souls  today.  His  plans  were  to  this  end.  He  generally 
accomplished  his  ends." 

Perhaps  John  Speer,  writing  for  the  Topeka  Co7n- 
monwealtli  has  best  absolved  Lincoln  of  any  involvement 
in  the  affair:  "I  think  the  story  of  president  Lincoln 
showing  Samuel  Hallett  a  letter  from  Talcutt  in  a 
familiar  way  is  exceedingly  thin.  I  do  not  think  Talcutt 
ever  wrote  to  the  president,  and  if  he  had  done  so 
Hallett  was  not  in  the  habit  of  walking  into  the  execu- 
tive chamber  and  familiarly  reading  Abe's  letters." 

VIOLET-STATE  SURCHARGED 
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A  special  issue  of  surcharged  stamps  was  prepared 
by  overprinting  the  abbreviations  "Kas."  and  "Neb."  on 
stamps  of  the  1922-23  series  (Regular  Issue  of  1926-27) 
in  denominations  of  1  to  10  cents,  inclusive. 

These  stamps  were  placed  on  sale  in  all  post  offices  in 
the  respective  states  with  the  exception  of  Kansas  City, 
Topeka,  and  Wichita,  Kansas,  Lincoln  and  Omaha, 
Nebraska. 

This  issue  of  surcharged  stamps  was  authorized  as 
a  measure  of  preventing  losses  from  post-office  burg- 
laries. 

The  surcharge  was  printed  in  black  ink  across  the 
lower  half  of  the  stamp.  Approximately  a  year's  supply 
of  the  stamps  were  printed  and  issued  to  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  postmasters.  They  were  first  placed  on  sale 
May  1,  1929.  The  Post  Office  Department  discontinued 
the  sale  of  the  state  surcharged  stamps  after  the  initial 
supply  was  used. 

For  a  technical  description  of  these  stamps  see 
Lincoln  Lore  1432,  June,  1957,  page  2.  United  States 
Post  Office  Department:  A  Description  of  United  States 
Postage  Stamps,  1955,  page  70. 
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Editor's  Niiti  :  The  following  article,  prepared 
by  me  at  the  invitation  of  the  editor  of  the 
Journal  of  the  lUinoi^i  State  Historical  Societif, 
for  a  Lincoln  Sesquicentennial  Nunnber.  ap- 
lieared  on  i>ayes  121! -129  of  Vol.  LII,  No.  1. 
Siirins.  1959. 

As  the  Foundation's  folio  of  Lincoln  patri- 
otics  now  numbers  141  different  envelo|)es 
( postally  used  and  unused),  and  because  we 
are  eager  to  reveal  to  our  readers  the  myriad 
phases  of  our  never-ending  collecting  i>roject. 
I  have  asked  and  received  permission  of  the 
Journal  editor  to  reprint  my  article. 

R.  a.  M. 

It  was  in  1860,  during  the  presi- 
dential campaign  when  sectional  feel- 
ing between  the  North  and  South  was 
aroused  by  threats  of  war,  that  patri- 
otic envelopes  made  their  appearance 
in  appreciable  numbers.  With  the  com- 
ing of  the  inevitable  war,  newspapers 
told  the  tragic  stories  of  the  battles 
and  the  casualties,  but  the  sentiments 
and  passions  of  the  nation,  both  North 
and  South,  were  just  as  often  ex- 
pressed on  printed  envelopes  designed 
for  use  in  the  mails. 

This  patriotic  fervor  was  first  mani- 
fested when  printers  conceived  the 
idea  of  envelopes  bearing  the  Ameri- 
can flag  in  red,  white  and  blue.  Un- 
doubtedly their  aim  was  more  com- 
mercial than  patriotic,  but  the  idea 
spread.  Other  printers  and  publish- 
ers bent  on  "milking  the  hysteria  of 
patriotism"  followed  suit.  Soon  the 
soldiers'  mail  and  the  domestic  post 
were  flooded  with  colorful  envelopes, 
and  post  off^ices  were  made  gay  with 
colored  portraits,  drawings  and  car- 
toons. Some  were  noble  in  sentiment 
but  others  were  hysterical  in  theme. 
Needless  to  state,  there  was  nothing 
official  about  the  envelopes  except 
for  the  stamp  and  cancellation,  but 
they  gave  the  appearance  of  being 
off"icial. 

Publishers  ran  their  presses  night 
and  day  to  supply  the  demand.  Elab- 
orate advertising  campaigns  were 
initiated  by  stationery  houses  offering 
their  products  for  sale,  and  special 
albums  were  designed  for  collectors 
of  envelopes.  No  home  owner  was 
considered  patriotic  unless  his  mantle- 
piece  displayed  a  collection  of  "patri- 
otics,"  as  they  were  called. 

By  the  time  the  Civil  War  came  to 
an  end,  something  over  15,000  differ- 
ent designs  had  been  distributed  by 
about  two  hundred  printers  and  pub- 
lishers. Most  of  the  envelopes  were 
printed  in  New  York  City.  Many  were 
poorly  designed  and  revealed  bad 
workmanship,  though  a  few  were  de- 


Lincolii  Patriotics 

signed  to  appeal  to  the  artistically  in- 
clined as  well  as  to  the  emotional.  A 
large  number  of  the  envelopes  were 
printed  from  standard  designs  on 
varying  grades  and  colors  of  paper 
stock.  So  many  envelopes  had  been 
printed  and  circulated  by  the  end  of 
the  war  that  philatelic  collectors 
valued  them  almost  entirely  on  the 
basis  of  their  stamps  and  postal  can- 
cellations. Unused  patriotic  envelopes, 


after  the  war's  hysteria  passed,  were 
not  worth  the  paper  they  were  print- 
ed on. 

Later,  when  collectors  discovered 
that  Civil  War  patriotic  envelopes  did 
chronicle,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
chief  events  of  the  conflict,  they 
sought  out  each  species  of  cover,  un- 
used as  well  as  postally  used.  Today 
collectors  classify  the  unused  "patri- 
otic" as  an  "envelope"  and  the  postal- 
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Anti-Lincoln  sentiment  was  expressed  by  a  Mansfield,  Connecticut  resident  in 
1860  by  attaching  a  three-cent  Washington  postage  stamp  over  the  twin  por- 
traits of  Lincoln  and  Hamlin.  The  envelope  is  addressed  to  Miss  L.  H.  Taylor, 
Tishville  P.  C,  R.  I. 
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]y  used  as  a  "cover."  Because  the 
"covers"  are  exceedingly  rare,  most 
collectors  today  search  for  the  "en- 
velope." 

The  scope  of  these  patriotic  en- 
velopes covers  a  myriad  of  subjects 
and  classifications,  such  as  flags, 
shields,  the  Union,  eagles,  soldiers, 
battle  scenes,  army  camps,  off'icers, 
caricatures,  Lincoln,  Ellsworth,  Davis, 
Douglas  and  Confederate  topics.  En- 
velopes classified  as  Lincolniana  are 
always  most  intriguing  to  students 
of  the  Civil  War  period.  Since  they 
are  now  over  one  hundred  years  old, 
they  are  in  demand  by  both  the  Lin- 
coln collector  and  the  philatelic 
specialist. 

A  classification  of  Lincoln  patriotics 
embraces  the  following  categories: 

1.  The  first  campaign  (Lincoln  and 
Hamlin) 

2.  The  second  campaign  (Lincoln 
and  Johnson) 

3.  Patriotic  symbols  (flags,  shields, 
etc.) 

4.  Caricatures  (Union) 

5.  Portraits     (designs,  facsimile 
signatures,  etc.) 

6.  Groups    (Lincoln    and  cabinet, 
Lincoln  and  generals,  etc.) 

7.  Anti-Lincoln  (Confederate  cari- 
catures) 

8.  Funeral  (death) 

9.  Memorial  (aftermath) 
10.  Miscellaneous 

Perhaps  a  complete  collection  of 
Lincoln  patriotics  (unused  or  postally 
used)  in  all  of  the  many  variations  of 
color,  paper  stock  and  imprints  would 
number  approximately  250  separate 
items.  While  the  great  majority  of 
these  would  be  pro-Lincoln,  perhaps 
a  dozen  or  more  would  be  anti-Lin- 
coln. Although  the  President  had 
many  enemies  in  the  North,  most  of 
the  anti-Lincoln  sentiment  was  ex- 
pressed by  Southern  publishers;  en- 
velopes describing  the  President  as 
"Ape  Lincoln"  and  "The  Negro  Lin- 
coln" are  found  in  limited  numbers. 
One  envelope  displays  the  Confeder- 
ate flag  as  "A  Bitter  Pill  For  Lin- 
coln." Other  slogans  read:  "Let  Lin- 
coln Blush  For  Shame."  "This  Glori- 
ous Flag  .  .  .  Will  Make  Old  Lincoln 
Lose  His  Sight,"  "We  Laugh  To  Scorn 
The  Efforts  Of  The  Railsplitter  — 
Death  To  The  Vagabonds,  Lincoln 
And  Hamlin  —  No  Quarter  Given  To 
Lincolnites,"  "A  Sugar  Plum  For 
Lincoln  And  His  Fellows  In  Iniquity" 
and  "Lincoln  Played  Out  His  Last 
Card."  One  Confederate  patriotic 
makes  references  to  "Lincolnite 
Tories."  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
during  the  early  months  of  the  war 
several  Northern  publishing  houses 
printed  Confederate  patriotic  designs, 
along  with  their  Union  products. 

The  North  had  ample  paper  stock 
and  presses,  and  with  the  country  at 
war  and  -  Lincoln  the  Commander-in- 
chief,  it  would  have  been  poor  busi- 
ness indeed,  as  well  as  unpatriotic,  to 
ridicule  the  President  through  the 
medium  of  the  United  States  mail.  So 
the  presses  ground  out  a  product  that 
was  avidly  desired  by  the  public. 

A  study  of  Lincoln  patriotics  will 
show  that  three  printers  or  publishers 


From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

These  colorful  envelopes  were  used  to  whip  up  voter  interest  for  Lincoln  and 
Hamlin  in  1860.  The  envelope  above  bears  the  initials  J.  S.  R.  (Raynor),  the 
envelope  manufacturer  of  New  York,  N.  Y. 
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dominated  the  field.  The  name  of 
Charles  Magnus  of  New  York  City 
is  as  important  in  a  sui-vey  of  this 
propaganda  medium  as  is  that  of 
Currier  and  Ives  in  the  field  of  Civil 
War  pictorial  art.  Magnus  published 
prints,  views,  photocards  and  tokens. 
His  volume  of  production  was  enor- 
mous and  the  quality  of  his  merchan- 
dise was  excellent. 

F.  K.  Kimmel  was  a  competitor  of 
Magnus'.  His  efforts  were  not  as  di- 
verse and  his  production  was  more 
curtailed.  He  often  copied  Magnus' 
designs  and  sometimes  improved  on 
the  coloring  work.  Kimmel's  Lincoln 


envelopes  are  as  eagerly  sought  to- 
day by  collectors  as  those  bearing  a 
Magnus  imprint.  J.  M.  Whittmore  of 
Boston  also  excelled  in  envelope  pro- 
duction and  perhaps  turned  out  the 
most  artistic  designs  for  Lincoln's 
second  campaign. 

The  best  tool  for  the  collector  of 
Civil  War  patriotics  is  a  privately 
printed  catalogue,  compiled  in  1934 
by  Robert  Laurence,  titled  The  George 
Wolcott  Collection  of  Used  Civil  War 
Patriotic  Covers.  This  catalogue  has 
a  section  classified  as  "Lincoln,"  which 
lists  eighty  different  Lincoln  covers, 
with  an  excellent  illustration  of  each 


design;  a  few  other  Lincoln  covers  are 
catalogued  under  other  headings. 
Fortunately  the  auction  prices,  which 
run  as  high  as  $65  for  a  single  item, 
are  recorded. 

The  Wolcott  catalogue  describes 
less  than  a  dozen  Lincoln  caricature 
envelopes,  four  of  which  have  a  total 
auction  record  of  $234.  The  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation  has  thirty- 
six  Lincoln  cartoon  envelopes.  Never- 
theless, the  number  of  envelope  cari- 
catures is  not  as  great  as  one  would 
expect  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Lin- 
coln was  such  a  popular  subject  for 
the  caricaturist.  A  prize  collector's 
item  today  is  the  caricature  series 
titled  "Champion  Prize  Envelope  — 
Lincoln  &  Davis  in  5  Rounds."  This 
series  was  published  by  J.  H.  Tinglev, 
1521/2  Fulton  Street,  New  York,  with 
the  copyright  held  by  T.  S.  Peirce 
in  1861. 

The  most  valuable  Lincoln  carica- 
ture envelope  is  of  Confederate  origin. 
The  Wolcott  collection  contains  one 
of  these  envelopes,  which  is  post- 
marked "Tuskegee,  Ala.  paid  5."  The 
cover  is  in  black  and  white  with  a 
Confederate  flag  in  colors.  The  theme 
is  "Our  Homes"  and  "Protection"  with 
an  ironical  note  as  to  the  cost.  "Tax- 
ation $500,000,000."  Only  by  a  careful 
examination  can  the  head  of  Lincoln 
be  discerned.  Collectors  know  of  no 
other  envelopes  with  a  Lincoln  car- 
toon which  were  actually  used  in  the 
Confederacy,  although  four  unused 
envelopes  bearing  the  cartoon  have 
been  reported. 

Lincoln's  assassination  and  death 
opened  up  an  opportunity  for  sta- 
tionery stores  to  capitalize  on  the 
funeral  of  the  Sixteenth  President. 
About  a  half-dozen  envelopes  in  som- 
ber black  borders  made  their  appear- 
ance and  were  widely  circulated.  How- 
ever, while  they  appear  in  consider- 
able numbers  unused,  very  few  of 
those  extant  are  postally  used.  The 
national  grief  which  followed  the 
President's  death  did  not  prevent  one 
publisher  from  issuing  a  John  Wilkes 
Booth  envelope,  which  must  have  had 
a  limited  sale  as  only  two  are  known 
to  be  extant. 

With  the  end  of  the  war  the  patri- 
otic fervor  was  spent.  The  United 
States  mail  reverted  to  letters  of  a 
more  conventional  appearance.  Peo- 
ple were  tired  of  conflict  and  perhaps 
just  a  little  disillusioned  about  such 
glamorous  trappings  of  war  as  "patri- 
otic envelopes." 
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Envelopes 

Featuring  Stephen  A.  Douglas 

Twenty  envelopes  of  the  Founda- 
tion's collection  are  largely  devoted 
to  Stephen  A.  Douglas  and  his  cam- 


From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundalioyi 

1.  Champion  Prize  Envelope  "Lincoln  &  Davis  in  5  Rounds."  This  1st  Round 
is  one  oi^  a  set  of  five  envelopes  that  command  a  high  price  on  the  philatelic 
market. 

2.  The  remaining  four  envelopes  are  typical  of  the  caricatures  of  the  period. 
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paign  in  1860  for  the  presidency.  How- 
ever, a  few  are  of  a  memorial  nature 
stressing  his  patriotism  with  such 
slogans  as  "Stand  by  the  flag,"  "True 
to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution  to 
the  last,"  and  "Tell  them  to  obey  the 
Laws  and  support  the  Constitution." 
Most  of  the  Douglas  envelopes  are 
drab  and  colorless.  Some  of  the  en- 
velopes bear  in  red  printer's  ink  the 
word  "Patriot;"  however,  some  parti- 
san printers  would  often  stamp  the 
Douglas  envelopes  with  the  word 
"Traitor." 

Envelopes 

Featuring  Colonel  Elmer  E.  Ellsworth 

Forty-eight  patriotic  envelopes  in 
the  Foundation's  collection  feature 
Colonel  Elmer  E.  Ellsworth,  the  first 
commissioned  Union  ofl^icer  to  lose  his 
life  at  Alexandria,  Virginia  on  May 
2.3,  18GL  He  was  the  "Darling  of 
Destiny"  and  stationers  rushed  to  the 
presses  to  print  colorful  envelopes 
and  writing  paper  with  his  picture. 

Most  of  the  Ellsworth  envelopes  are 
in  color.  A  dramatic  theme  for  many 
of  the  artists  was  the  killing  of  Ells- 
worth at  the  Marshall  House  by 
James  W.  Jackson,  and  the  death  of 
the  proprietor  who  was  in  turn  slain 
by  Corporal  Brownell. 

As  Lincoln  and  Ellsworth  enjoyed 
a  father  and  son  relationship,  the 
young  hero's  funeral  was  conducted 
in  the  White  House,  and  Lincoln 
wrote  a  beautifully  sympathetic  letter 
to  Ellsworth's  parents.  (See  Lincoln 
Lore  No.  1435.) 

Envelopes 

Featuring  Jefferson  Davis 

The  collection  of  254  envelopes  fea- 
tuiing  Jefferson  Davis  in  the  Founda- 
tion's collection  may  be  one  of  the 
largest  in  existence.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  a  half-dozen  envelopes,  the 
miniature  cartoons  ridicule  the  Con- 
federate President.  As  caricature 
lends  itself  to  ridicule,  we  can  assume 
that  these  envelopes  were  printed  in 
the  North  during  the  Civil  War.  This 
fact  is,  of  course,  borne  out  by  the 
many  imprints  and  copyrights  of 
northern  presses  that  appear  on  the 
envelopes. 

Because  of  their  northern  origin, 
the  envelopes  are  in  many  instances 
beautifully  colored  and  skillfully 
printed  on  good  paper  stock  of  vary- 
ing sizes.  A  few  of  the  items  were 
postally  used.  A  favorite  topic  of 
many  of  the  artists  was  a  depiction 
of  Davis  on  the  gallows  or  hanging 
from  a  sour  apple  tree. 

Envelopes 

Featuring  the  Civil  War 

Two  hundred  and  forty-eight  Civil 
War  patriotic  envelopes  (unfortunate- 
ly many  of  the  designs  are  cut  out) 
are  in  the  Foundation's  collection. 
These  are  grouped  into  the  following 
headings: 


Anti-Con  federate 
Battles 
Constitution 
Fort  3 
Liberty 

Notable  People 
States 


Bjiltimore.  Maryland 
Confederate 
Flajfs 

(Jenerals  (Union) 
Negroes 
Shields 
Union 


Most  of  the  designs  are  printed  in 
colored  ink  and  a  few  are  artistic 
and  beautiful.  Perhaps  the  finest  one 
of  the  lot  is  a  Charles  Magnus  cover 
in  color  of  the  U.S.  Capitol  at  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  A  few  were  postally 
used. 


Lincoln  Lore  Number  1554,  August,  1967 
featured  the  rare  publication  "Inaugural 
Addre.ss,  March  4.  1865"  under  the  title 
"Monaghan  600."  In  that  article  a  list  of 
the  owners  of  that  rare  publication  was 
given.  Since  the  publication  of  the  list 
we  have  lea)ned  that  a  copy  has  long 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  American 
Anticiuarian  Society  of  Worcester,  Massa- 
chusetts. 
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THE  NATION  MOURNS! 

A.pril  IS,  ISGG. 


Washington  (George)    Washington,  D.C. 


From  the  Lincoln  National  JAj'c  Foundation 

1.  Lincoln  &  Scott  who  were  "to  blast  Secession  and  to  punish  Traitors." 

2.  Campaign  of  1864  envelope.  The  remaining  four  envelopes  have  as  their 
topic  the  death  and  funeral  of  the  Sixteenth  President. 
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November  16,  1972 


Mrs.  F.  Leslie  Ford 
52  Montvale  Road 
Weston,  Mass.  02193 

Dear  Mrs.  Ford: 

I  was  pleased  to  have  your  letter  of  November  8th  and  to  learn  that 
you  have  discovered  some  500  patriotic  envelopes  of  the  Civil  War  period. 

lihile  we  are  primarily  interested  in  Lincoln  patriotics  we  do 
collect  all  kinds  including  Civil  War  envelopes.  Of  course,  it  is  good 
that  you  have  a  few  Confederate  items  as  well  as  those  that  are  pro-Union. 

Vie  would  like  to  purchase  the  envelopes  and  will  consider  their 
purchase  if  you  will  put  a  price  on  them.    Of  course,  the  category  we  would 
like  best  is  "Pictures  of  Men,  Generals,  Lincoln  &  Etc."  of  which  there  are 
79  pieces. 

I  can  assure  you  that  if  we  acquired  your  collection  the  envelopes 
would  be  cherished  and  appreciated. 

I  regret  that  not  having  seen  the  collection  I  cannot  set  a  price 
on  the  collection. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  again,  I  remain 

Yours  sincerely. 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


RGMrhk 


November  14,  1972 


firs.  F.  Leslie  Ford 
'oZ  Montvale  Road 
Weston,  iiass.  02193 

Dear  Mrs.  Ford; 

I  an  acknowledginq  your  letter  of  November  8,  1972  as  Dr. 
I'IcMurtry  is  at  the  present  time  out  of  the  office  for  a  few  days. 

Your  letter  will  be  brought  to  his  attention  upon  his 

return. 


Sincerely  yours. 


(Mrs.)  Mary  Jane  Ilubler 
Asst.  to  Dr.  flcMurtry 


MJllihk 


M'ls.  9.  Xeslie  'Sod 
52  Montvale  S^acl 


'Weston,  3iassacliusdts  02193  .n  -y-f) 


November  28,  1972 


Mrs.  F.  Leslie  Ford 
52  Montvale  Road 
Weston,  Mass.  02193 

Dear  Mrs.  Ford: 


I  have  your  letter  of  November  21st  and  I  am  pleased  to  learn 
that  you  are  sending  us  the  collection  of  patriotic  envelopes  on 
approval , 

We  v/ill  try  to  make  an  appraisal  of  their  value  and  will  let 
you  know  when  they  arrive. 


Yours  sincerely. 


R.  Gerald  McHurt ry 

RGMrhk 

P.  S.  I  was  sorry  to  learn  of  your  minor  accident  that  had  such  painful 
results. 

R.  G.  M. 


December  5,  1972 


Mrs.  F.  Leslie  Ford 
52  Montvale  Road 
Weston,  Mass.  02193 

Dear  Hrs.  Ford: 

Today  I  received  your  registered  package  with  the  553  patriotic 
envelopes.    They  are  most  interesting.    I  have  spent  several  hours  looking  at 
them  and  comparing  them  v/ith  our  collection. 

I  think  your  collection  has  value,  perhaps  a  dealer  might  sell  them 
for  $500.00  or  more.  However,  I  do  not  know  of  any  dealers  who  specialize  in 
this  particular  type  of  Civil  War  ephemera.  .  s 

(  b  tijCJ[uM.^MAJi  ) 

In  your  collection  of  i53- envelopes  there  are  many  duplicates. 
Furthermore,  your  collection  has  many  envelopes  similar  to  the  ones  we  have 
already  acquired  over  the  years.    This  leads  me  to  offer  you  $250  for  your 
envelopes. 

I  can  assure  you  that  if  we  v/ere  to  be  so  lucky  as  to  acquire  your 
collection  that  each  envelope  v/ould  be  cherished  and  appreciated.  Likewise, 
they  would  be  v/ell  preserved,  and  occasionally  displayed  for  all  the  people 
who  might  visit  our  Library-Museum,  and  especially  those  who  might  be 
particularly  interested  in  this  type  of  ephemera. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  sell  the  collection  for  $250  I  will  return  it 
to  you  immediately  by  registered  mail. 

Yours  sincerely. 


RGMihk 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


n:. 


;t  rcrv 


3i,s.  £?.  Xeslle 
52  3iontvale  3{oacl 
'^Veston,  Jliassacliusetts  02193  ,  

twr-  ft.  "^Vrcd/d^ i^^,^       ,  ,  . 


ui^r  4   


December  14,  1972 


Mrs.  F.  Leslie  Ford 
52  Hontvale  Road 
Weston,  Mass.  02193 

Dear  Hrs.  Ford: 

I  have  your  letter  of  December  9th  accepting  our  offer  of  $250 
for  the  Civil  War  patriotic  envelopes.    Please  find  check  enclosed. 

We  are  happy  to  comply  with  your  request  for  six  of  the 
envelopes  for  your  grandson. 

I  am  pleased  that  you  have  accepted  our  offer  as  our  collection 
of  this  type  of  material  will  now  be  greatly  increased  and  will  be  of 
considerable  interest  to  historians  and  collectors. 


With  the  best  holiday  greetings,  I  remain 


Yours  sincerely. 


R.  Gerald  HcMurtry 


RGMihk 


enc. 


<■  ■  r 

V.  v..  1 


-ffiOV 


93.     (LINCOLN.  ABRAHAM.)  Sixteenth  president  of  the  United  State:^.  y^^x^^^^^^  X34  pubhshed 

bvJH  Tinclev  Nev.  York,  m  1861 .  Fine.  Titled  Chamvion  Prize  EnvdofrrUKcolnA  Davisl^JM^^ch  envelope  d.p.cts 
oL  'round.  Lincoh's  likeness,  hke  many  .mages  thus  e.rly.  i.  remote  at  best  -  those  of  Seward  and  others  are  fa.rly  accurate.  A  rare. 


cooipleie  set. 


I 
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All  five  patriotic  envelopes  are  in  the  collection,  filed  in  the  safe 
12/14/93  '  . 
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PieAzntcutLon  Copy 

264.     WILDER,  THORNTON.     The  Woman  of  Andros.  First  Ed.  12mo.  162pp. 

N.Y.:    Albert  §  Charles  Boni,  1930.  $37.50 
Presentation  in  ink  on  first  flyleaf:    "To  Mrs.  Ada  Healy  with  the  regards  of  Thornton  Wilder.  Atlanta 
Feb.  20,  1930";  bookplate  of  Mrs.  Healy  pasted  inside  front  cover;  this  is  the  author's  Greek  novel 
vrritten  in  Europe;  spine  and  top  of  covers  faded;  otherwise  fine. 

265  .     WOLFE,  THOMAS.    Das  Geweb  Aus  Erde.  Eine  Erzabelung.  First  German  Ed.  8vo. 

Stuttgart  and  Hamburg.  Rowohlt,  1948.  $27.50 
Translation  by  Wilhelm  Geyer  into  German  of  Tfie  Wefa  of^  EanXh.    Has  14  pen  and  ink  sketches. 

.     '  PART  FIl/E 

AMERICANA 

266.     BANKS,  CHARLES  E.    The  History  of  the  San  Francisco  Disaster  and  Mount  Vesuvius  Horror  by 
Banks  and  Opie  Read.  8vo.;  464pp.;  64  illus.  of  which  58  are  on  San  Francisco;  all  full-p.;  pictorial 
red,  black  and  gold  covers,  dulled  with  minor  rubbing;  interior  very  good. 

(n.p.:    C.  E.  Thomas,  1906)  $17.50 

26  7.  BOURKE,  CAPTAIN  JOHN  G.  With  General  Crook  In  The  Indian  Wars.  Illus.  by  Frederic  Reming- 
ton. Fed.  by  W.  H.  Hutchinson.  First  Ed.  8vo.  d.j.  Ltd.  to  2,100  copies. 

Palo  Alto:    Lewis  Osborne,  1968.  $18.50 
Pictorial  endpapers;  11  pictures  by  Remington;  original  prospectus  included;  first  published  in  The 
Century  Magazine  in  1890;  mint,  except  owner's  bookplate. 

268.      (BROWN  UNIVERSITY)    Exercises  for  Commencement.  Framed  single  sheet  7h"  x  12",  outlining  the 
Forenoon  and  Afternoon  program  of  21  student  recitals;  familiar  R.I.  families  participated,  such  as: 
Metcalf,  Lippitt,  Danforth,  Eddy,  Howe,  etc. 

Providence:    September  4,  1805.  $16.50 

269  .  BURGES,  TRISTAM.  Battle  of  Lake  Erie  with  Notices  of  Commodore  Elliot's  Conduct.  First  Ed. 
12mo.;  132pp.  Sabin  9232. 

Prov.:    Brown  §  Cady,  1839.  $40.00 
3  plates  of  diagrams  of  ship  positions;  ex-library  copy  with  stamp  of  Naval  Library  §  Institute,  Boston 
on  the  title  page  and  library  nos.  on  spine;  top  and  bottom  of  spine  repaired;  interior  fine. 

270.  (CALIFORNIA)  Of  Walking  Beams  and  Paddle  Wheels.  A  Chronicle  of  San  Francisco  Bay  Ferryboats 
by  George  H.  Harlan  and  Clement  Fisher,  Jr.,    First  Ed.  8vo.  157pp.  d.j. 

San  Francisco:    Bay  Book,  Ltd.   (1951).  $28.50 
Pictorial  end  papers;  99  illus.;  book  mint;  some  d.j.  nicks  and  tears. 

271.  (CALIFORNIA)    San  Francisco  Bay  Ferry  Boats  by  George  H.  Harlan.  First  Ed.  8vo.  195pp.  d.j. 

Berkeley,  CaliTTi    Howell-North  Books,  1967.  $38.50 
Pictorial  end  papers;  over  300  illus.;  mint. 

Piue-ntaHon  Copy 

27  2.  CHAP  IN,  HOWARD  M.  The  Seal,  The  Arms  and  The  Flag  of  Rhode  Island.  First  Ed.  8vo.  16p.  pam- 
phlet; 10  illus.;  cover  spotted;  water  stain  at  page  bottoms  in  margins  only;  otherwise  very  good  with 
author's  inscription  in  ink  on  the  title-p. 

Prov.:    R.  I.  Historical  Soc. ,  1913.  •    ;  $14.50 

273.     (CIVIL  WAR)     Infantry  Tactics,  for  the  Instruction,  Exercise,  and  Manoeuvres  of  The  Soldier, 
A  Compciny,  Line  of  Skirmishers,  Battalion,  Brigade,  or  Corps  D'Armee  by  Brig. -Gen.  Silas  Casey.  3  vols. 
32mo.;  279,  279  and  183pp.  ~ 

N.Y.:    D.  Van  Nostrand,  1862.  $45.00 
Vol.  1  has  32  plates,  1  being  a  fold-out;  Vol.  2  has  36  plates,  19  being  fold-outs;  Vol  3  has  29  plates 
27  being  fold-outs;  none  missing;  some  light  foxing;  spine  end  worn  and  chipped;  green  cloth  bindings 
with  entiossed  eagle  dulled. 

Tmnty-Six  ClviZ  liloA  EnveZope.  CoveAi 
274  .       (CIVIL  WAR)      Patriotic  Cover  in  color,  unused.  The  first  8  Presidents  from  Washington  to  Van 
Buren,  printed  in  green,   filling  entire  cover;  madallion  portraits  arranged  around  an  illustration  of 
the  White  House  with  Washington  at  top;   fine  condition. 

N.Y.:     Charles  Magnus,  c.   1861.  $24.50 

(CIVIL  WAR)      Patriotic  Cover  in  color,  unused.  The  second  8  Presidents  from  Harrison  to  ^ 
Lincoln,  printed  in  purple,  filling  entire  cover;  medallion  portraits  arranged  around  an  illustration  ) 
of  the  White  House  with  Lincoln  at  top;   fine  condition.  , 
N.Y.:     Charles  Magnus,  c.   1861.  $24.50 


276.       (CONFEDERACY)     Patriotic  Cover  in  brown  metallic  inl<,  unused;  engraved  portrait  of  Jefferson 
Davis  framed  in  an  oval  illus.  of  a  chain,  with  caption  "No.   1  Secesh  Chain";  excellent  condition. 
N.Y.:     Chas.  Magnus,  c.   1860.  $18.75 

2  77.       (CONFEDERACY)     Patriotic  Cover  in  brown  metallic  ink,  unused;  engraved  portrait  of  Alexander 
H.  Stephens   (V-P)   framed  in  an  oval  illus.  of  a  chain,  with  caption  "Mo.  2  Secesh  Chain";  excellent 
condition. 

N.Y.:     Chas.   Magnus,   c.    1860.  $17.75 


REMNANTS  OF 

THE 

WAH  BETWEEN 
THE  STATES 


PRESENTED  BY 

JOHN  G.  HUGHES 


The  Start  of  the  War 


Newspapers  told  the  tragic  story  first;  Fort  Sumpter  had  been  attacked. 
April  12,  1861  was  to  be  a  day  of  infamy,  the  start  of  the  War-Between-the- 
States;  birth  of  an  inglorious  period  of  romance  which  was  to  spark  the 
patriotic  souls  of  every  living  American  in  both  the  North  and  the  South. 

The  sentiments  and  the  passions  of  the  Nation  fought  to  be  expressed. 
Here  in  the  tragedy  of  Civil  War  an  unknown  amateur  artist,  no  one  knows 
who,  expressed  his  patriotic  feelings  on  an  envelope  of  a  let'er  he  was  to  mail. 

Almost  synonomous  with  the  rocking  of  the  Civil  War's  cradle,  the  first 
envelope  was  shown  to  a  printer,  perhaps  more  commercial  than  patriotic,  who 
then  conceived  the  idea  of  printing  the  trial  lot  bearing  the  American  flag  in 
red,  white  and  blue.  Other  printers,  bent  on  milking  the  hysteria  of  patriotism, 
followed  suit.  The  patriotic  fever  spread,  the  soldier's  mails,  and  domestic 
post,  soon  became  flooded  as  countless  thousands  of  housewives,  mothers, 
sisters,  and  business  firms,  adopted  the  patriotic  envelope,  or  letter  sheet. 


"  They  cfin  afford  to  do  a  wrong, 
I  caanot." 


// 


Collector's  Mania" 


In  the  North,  as  well  as  the  South,  the  collecting  of  pa- 
triotics  took  on  gigantic  proportions.  While  there  was  nothing 
at  all  official  about  the  envelope  or  letter  sheet,  they  did 
chronicle,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  chief  events  of  the  war. 

Collectors,  that  peculiar  breed  which  make  col- 
lections of  what  ever  may  be  varied,  from  cowbells 
to  coins,  soon  sought  out  each  specie  of  patriotic, 
and  believe  me.  there  were  countless  thousands  of 
varieties. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  war,  1861-1862,  the  publishers 
ran  their  presses  night  and  day  to  supply  the  demand, 
which  they  created  by  wide  advertisement  and  special 
albums  for  holding  them. 

No  home  was  considered  sacred  or  patriotism  sincere, 
if  in  the  parlor  or  on  the  mantle  piece,  there  was  not  a  col- 
lection of  patriotics.  True,  in  the  early  days,  a  great  many  of 
the  designs  were  commonplace,  leaving  a,  lot  to  the 
imagination. 


Artists-Humorists  Played  Part 


In  the  first  days  of  the  patriotic,  the  Northern  artist-humorist  took  great  delight  in  making 

all  kinds  of  slams  at  the  South  and  their  leaders.  However,  they  soon  changed  their  tune  as 

the  "life  or  death"  struggle  of  the  South  was  forcibly  expressed  in  such  Union  disasters  as 
Bull  Run. 


As  the  War  progressed,  the  envelope  collecting  craze  soon  died  down.  The  majority  of 

the  envelopes  available  to  us  today  come  from  collections  formed  in  the  original  excitement 

of  the  New  Rage.  However,  the  serious  collector  still  was  a  great  potential  market  for  the 
printer  or  lithographer. 


Designs  were  quickly  improved  to  appeal  to  the  artistically  inclined 
as  well  as  the  emotional.  Bank-note  companies  turned  out  patriotics 
from  steel  engravings  to  compete  with  the  mastery  and  skill  of  the 
stone  lithographer  of  the  time.  Political  cartoons  and  drawings  ap- 
pearing in  Harper's  Weekly  and  Leslie's  Ilustrated,  formed  the  basis 
of  the  caricature  designs  on  many  of  the  envelopes. 


Jefferson  Davis  Was  Popular  Subject 


Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  seemed  to  draw  particular  attention  and  ridicule 
from  Northern  artists  whose  meticulous  work  was  repro- 
duced on  patriotics  of  many  colors. 

Of  course,  the  Southerners,  also,  were  able  to  publish 
a  few  envelopes  of  limited  designs.  They  also  considered 
Jefferson  Davis  a  favorite,  however,  from  a  more  reverent 
point  of  view.  Unfortunately,  for  the  collector,  the  South  not 
being  a  manufacturing  area,  had  limited  access  to  paper, 
inks  and  skilled  engravers. 

As  competition  between  publishers  grew  keen,  the 
craftsmanship  in  turning  out  patriotics  rivaled  that  of  some 
of  our  best  stamp  designs.  Here,  then,  the  postally  used 
specimens  took  on  added  significance.  Those  patriotics 
which  passed  through  the  mails  became  scarce. 


Used  and  Unused  Remnants  Are  In  Demand 


Today,  we  classify  all  unused  patriotics  as  "en- 
velopes," and  those  cancelled  or  showing  evidence 
of  being  postally  used,  are  classified  as  "covers." 
Because  postally  used  covers  are  scarce  many  col- 
lectors now  plan  to  enhance  their  collections  with 
the  colorful  unused  envelope. 

Examples  of  the  more  popular  common  subjects 
include  the  colorful  Zouave  soldiers,  poking  fun  at 
each  other's  armies,  efforts  of  the  Confederacy  to  be 
recognized  by  England  and  France,  the  woman's 
place  in  the  war,  oortraits  of  military  and  civilian 


leaders,  the  Federal  Navy  and  the  Confederate  priva- 
teers, Negroes  and  the  institution  of  slavery;  Cotton, 
traitors,  regiments  and  Army  corps.  Eagles,  flags, 
cannons,  shields,  globes,  the  various  states  loyal  to 
the  Union,  and  the  states  making  up  the  Southern 
Confederacy. 

Scarce  lithographed  and  engraved  type  designs 
include  beautiful  multi-colored  panoramic  views  of 
cities  army  camps,  battle  scenes,  fortresses,  hospitals, 
maps,  historic  sites,  public  buildings,  and  numerous 
complete  sets  pertaining  to  military  campaigns  or 
exoeditions. 


Patriotic  Stationery  Increases  In  Value 


Interest  in  the  Civil  War  has  grown  beyond 
even  the  wildest  proportions.  Patriotic  envelopes  and 
covers,  are  increasing  in  value  with  each  day  as 
younger  generations  become  exposed  to  the  "ro- 
mance" and  the  excitement  of  that  period. 

Not  too  long  ago,  patriotics  exchanged  hands 
through  dealers  without  much  consideration.  Now 
it  requires  the  knowledge  of  a  specialist  to  classify 
and  chronicle  the  many  varieties. 

As  specialists  in  patriotic  envelopes  and  war 
covers,  we  assemble  and  file  what  information  is 
available  in  our  reference  library.  Our  knowledge  of 
current  prices,  and  "actual  values,"  can  save  the 
novice  collector,  as  well  as  the  expert,  hundreds  of 
dollars  over  a  period  of  time. 


Since  two-thirds  of  all  mail  passing  through  the 
postal  routes  during  the  Civil  War  was  sent  with  a 
patriotic  cover,  the  collateral  material,  such  as  the 
letters  inside  the  covers,  were  written  on  patriotic 
stationery.  These  patriotic  lettersheets,  and  other  col- 
lateral items  are  also  maintained  in  stock  at  all  times. 

In  the  fraternity  of  Civil  War  collectors,  it  is  felt 
that  as  we  approach  the  Centennial  of  the  Civil  War, 
and  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  on  April  12,  1861,  the 
value  of  these  Patriotic  remnants  will  increase 
rapidly. 

Civil  War  centennial  celebrations  honoring  the 
historic  movements,  the  battles  and  the  engage- 
ments, will  create  new  activity  and  interest  among 
collectors. 


JOHN  G.  HUGHES 

p.  O.  BOX  1048 
SALINAS,  CALIFORNIA 


LINCOU?  PATRIOnCS 


By 


R.  Gerald  Mc^lurtry,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foiindation 


It  was  in  i860,  during  the  presidential  caa^ign  when  sectional 
feeling  between  the  North  and  South  was  aroused  by  threats  of  war,  that 
patriotic  envelopes  made  their  appearance  in  accelerated  proportion.  With 
the  coming  of  the  inevitable  war  the  newspapers  told  the  tragic  stories  of 
the  battles  and  the  casualties,  but  the  sentiments  and  passions  of  the 
nation  both  North  and  South,  were  often  eaqpressed  on  printed  envelopes 
designed  for  use  in  the  mails. 

This  patriotic  fever  was  first  aianifested  when  printers  conceived 
the  idea  of  envelopes  bearing  the  American  flag  in  red,  white  and  blue. 
Undoubtedly  their  aim  was  more  coBuuercial  than  patriotic  but  the  fever 
spread.    Other  printers  and  publishers  bent  on  "milking  the  hysteria  of 
patriotism"  followed  suit.    Soon  the  soldiers'  mail  and  the  domestic  post 
was  flooded  with  colorful  envelopes,  and  post  offices  were  made  gay  with 
colored  portraits,  drawings  and  cartoons.    Some  were  noble  in  sentiment 
and  others  were  hysterical  in  theme.    Needless  to  state  there  was  nothing 
official  about  the  envelopes  except  for  the  stamp  ar«l  cancellation,  but 
they  gave  the  appearance  of  being  official. 

Publishers  ran  their  presses  night  and  day  to  supply  the  demand. 
Elaborate  advertising  compaigns  were  iniated  by  stationery  houses  offering 
their  product  for  sale  and  special  albums  were  designed  for  keeping  tne 
envelopes.    No  home  owner  was  considered  patriotic  unless  his  mantlepiece 
displayed  a  collection  of  patriotics. 


Bj  the  time  the  Civil  War  came  to  an  end  there  was  something 
over  15 » 000  different  designs  distributed  by  about  200  printers  and  pub- 
lishers.   Most  of  the  envelopes  were  printed  in  New  York  City.    Mny  of 
them  carried  poor  designs  and  revealed  bad  workmanship.    A  great  many 
were  conoGonplace  and  left  a  lot  to  the  imagination.    Some  designs,  however, 
were  produced  to  appeal  to  the  artistically  inclined  as  well  as  to  the 
emotional.    A  large  number  of  the  envelopes  were  printed  from  stock  designs 
on  varying  grades  and  colors  of  paper  stock.    So  many  envelopes  had  been 
printed  and  circulated  by  the  end  of  the  war  that  philatelltc  collectors 
vsLLued  them  almost  entirely  on  the  basis  of  their  stamps  and  postal 
cancellations.    Unused  patriotic  envelopes,  after  the  war's  hysteria  were 
not  worth  the  paper  they  were  printed  on. 

Later  on  collectors  discovered  that  Civil  War  patriotic  envelopes 
did  chronicle  to  a  certain  extent,  the  chief  events  of  the  conflict.  Soon 
they  sought  out  each  specie  of  cover,  unused  or  pos tally  used.  Today 
collectors  classify  the  tinused  patriotic  as  an  "envelope"  and  the  ones 
postally  used  as  "covers."    Because  the  "covers"  are  exceedingly  rare 
most  collectors  today  eagerly  search  for  the  "envelope"  to  enhance  their 
holdings . 

The  scope  of  Civil  War  patriotic  envelopes  cover  a  myriad  of 

such 

subjects  and  classifications/ as  flags,  shields.  Union,  eagles,  soldiers, 
battle  scenes,  army  camps,  officers,  caricatures,  Lincoln,  Ellsworth, 
Davis,  Douglas  and  Confederate  topics.    Envelopes  classified  as  Lincolnlana 
are  always  most  intriguing  to  students  of  the  Civil  War  period.    As  these 
items  are  almost  one  hundred  years  old  a  great  demand  for  them  is  manifested 
by  both  the  Lincoln  collector  and  the  philatelic  specialist. 
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A  historical  claasification  of  Lincoln  patriotics  embrace  the 
following  categories: 

!•  The  first  caiapaign  (Lincoln  Hamlin) 
2.  The  second  oaaipaign  (Lincoln  &  Johnson) 
3«  Patriotic  theme  (Flags  and  shields) 
4.  Caricattjres  (Union) 

5»  Portraits  (Designs,  facsimile  signatures,  etc.) 

6.  Groups  (Lincoln  &  Cabinet,  Lincoln  &  Generals,  etc.) 

Tpi  Anti-Lincoln  (Confederate  caricatures) 

8.  Funeral  (Death) 

9.  Memorial  (Aftermath) 

iO.  Miscellaneous  ^M^mm^mSimsi^ 
(See  illustrations) 
Perhaps  a  complete  collection  of  Lincoln  patriotics  (unused  or 

pos tally  used)  in  all  of  the  many  variations  of  color,  paper  stock  and 

imprints  would  nusiber  approximately  250  separate  items.    The  great 

majority  of  these  would  be  classified  as  pro-Lincoln,  however,  a  dosen 

or  more  would  be  termed  anti-Lincoln.    This  would  be  expected  as  the 

president  had  raany  enemies.    However,  most  of  this  anti-Lincoln  sentiment 

was  expressed  by  Southern  publishers.    Envelopes  describing  the  president 

as  "Ape  Lincoln"  and  "The  Negro  Lincoln"  are  found  in  exceedingly  limited 

nxambers.    One  envelope  displays  the  Confederate  flag  as  "A  Bitter  Pill 

For  Lincoln."    Other  slogans  read,  "Let  Lincoln  Blush  For  Shame,"  "This 

Glorious  Flag  ...  Will  Hake  Old  Lincoln  Lose  His  Sight,"  "We  Laugh  To 

Scoj-n  The  Efforts  Of  The  Railsplitter— Death  To  The  Vagabounds,  Lincoln 

And  Hamlin— Mo  Quarter  Given  To  Lincolnites , "  "A  Sugar  Plum  For  Lincoln 

And  His  Fellows  In  Iniquity"  and  "Lincoln  Played- Out  His  Last  Card," 


One  Confederate  patriotic  makes  reference  to  "Lincolnite  Toriea."    It  Is 
well  to  relate  that  quite  a  few  Northern  publishing  houses  printed  the 
Confederate  patriotic  designs,  along  with  their  Union  products,  during 
the  early  months  of  the  war. 

The  North  had  ample  presses  and  paper  stock,  the  country  was 
at  war,  Lincoln  was  the  oomnander-in-chief  and  it  would  have  been  poor 
business  indeed,  as  well  as  unpatriotic  to  ridicule  the  president  through 
the  njedium  of  the  United  States  aail.    So  the  presses  ground  out  a  product 
that  was  avidly  desired  by  the  public. 

By  laaking  a  study  of  the  Lincoln  patriotics,  three  printers  or 
publishers  are  significant.    The  name  of  Charles  l^^gnus  of  New  York  City 
is  as  important  in  a  study  of  this  propaganda  medium  as  Currier  &  Ives 
are  in  the  field  of  Civil  War  pictorial  art.    His  production  included 
prints,  views,  text-books,  envelopes,  stationery,  song  sheets,  song  books, 
maps,  cards,  photo-cards  and  tokens.    His  volume  was  enormous.    The  quality 
of  the  Magnus  merchandise  was  excellent. 

F.  K*  KiHHRel  was  a  competitor  of  Magnus.    His  efforts  were  not 
as  diverse  and  his  production  was  more  curtailed.    He  often  copied  Magnus* 
designs  and  sometimes  improved  on  the  coloring  work.    Kimmel*s  Lincoln 
envelopes  are  as  avidly  sought  today  by  collectors  as  those  bearing  a 
Magnus  imprint.    J.  H.  Whittmore  of  Boston  also  excelled  in  envelope 
production  and  perhaps  produced  the  iBost  artistic  designs  for  Lincoln's 
second  campaign. 

The  best  tool  for  the  collector  of  Civil  War  patriotics  is  a 
privately  printed  catalogue  cc^piled  in  193^  ^7  Robert  Laurence  entitled 
"The  George  Wolcott  Collection  of  Used  Civil  War  Patriotic  Covers."  This 
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catalogue  has  a  section  classified  as  "Lincoln"  xd.th  eighty  different 
Lincoln  covers  listed  and  an  excellent  illustration  of  each  design.  There 
are  also  a  few  other  Lincoln  covers  catalogued  under  other  headings. 
Fortunately  the  auction  prices,  which  run  as  high  as  $65  for  a  single  iteic, 
are  recorded. 

The  Wolcott  catalogue  lists  less  than  a  doaen  Lincoln  caricatxxre 
envelopies.    However,  four  of  these  have  a  total  auction  record  of  $23^. 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  has  approximately  thirty  Lincoln 
cartoon  envelopes.    Nevertheless,  the  nuiiber  of  envelop©  caricatures 
is  not  as  great  as  one  would  expect  as  Lincoln  was  such  a  popular  subject 
for  ^e  caricaturist.    Collectors  today  seek  the  caricature  series  entitled 
"Champion  prize  Envelope— Lincoln  &  Davis  in  5  Rounds.*'    This  series  was 
published  by  J.  H.  Tingley,  152^  Fulton  Street,  N^rth  York  with  a  copyright 
held  by  T.  S.  Peirc©  in  I86i. 

The  most  valtiable  Lincoln  caricature  envelope  is  of  Confederate 
origin.    The  one  in  the  Vtolcott  collection  is  postmarked  "Tuskegee,  Ala. 
paid  5"»    This  cover  is  in  black  and  white  with  a  Confederate  flag  in 
colors.    The  theme  is  "Our  Ho»»s"  and  "Protection"  with  an  ironical  note 
as  to  the  cost  "Taxation  $500,000,000."    Only  by  a  careful  examination 
can  the  head  of  Lincoln  be  discerned.    This  is  the  only  Lincoln  cartoon 
design  discovered  with  postal  usage  in  the  Confederacy.    Four  \jnusod 
envelopes  bearing  the  cartoon  have  been  reported. 

Lincoln's  assassination  and  death  opened  up  a  new  opportunity 
for  stationery  stores  to  capitalize  on  the  funeral  of  the  Sixteenth  President. 
About  a  half  dozen  envelopes  in  somber  black  borders  made  their  appearance 
and  were  widely  circulated.    However,  while  they  appear  in  considerable 


numbers  unused  very  few  of  those  extant  are  postally  used.    This  national 
tragedy  did  not  prevent  one  publisher  from  issuing  a  John  Wilkes  Booth 
envelop©  which  must  have  had  only  a  limited  sale  as  only  two  are  known  to 
be  extant. 

With  the  end  of  the  war  the  patriotic  fervor  was  spent.  The 
United  States  mail  reverted  back  to  letters  of  a  more  conventional  appear- 
ance.   People  were  tired  of  the  conflict  and  perhaps  were  just  a  little 
bit  disillusioned  about  the  glamoroxis  trappings  of  war. 
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Civil  War  Envelopes 


Battles  2 

Washington,  D.C.  2 

Baltimore,  Md.  3 

Forts  5 

States  20 

Shields  29 

Union  54 

Anti -Confederate  56 

Flags  (Confederate)  19 

Flags  115 

Generals  (Union)  42 

Generals  (Confederate)  4 

Soldiers  5 

Washington,  George  9 

National  Heroes  5 

Notable  people  10 

Zouaves  9 

Secession  20 

Negroes  9 

Liberty  2 

Lincoln  147 

Cabinet  3 

Contemporaries  4 

Douglas  20 

Ellsv^orth  59 

Jefferson  Davis  275 

Miscellaneous  9 

TOTAL  937 


